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Court questions takeover of Arab homes 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM fR) — The Israeli justice ministry said 1 
Monday Jewish settlers used "mistaken" claims in taking over several 
Palestinian homes in Arab East Jerusalem last vear. in October 1991. '■ 
armed settlers seized five homes in Silwjn. an Arab village of 30.000 - 
inhabitants beneath the walls of Jerusalem's Old City. Arab families, 
disputed the settlers’ ownership in Jerusalem district and magistrates 
courts. Justice ministry spokeswoman Etty Eshed said the Jerusalem 
district prosecutor had submitted documents io the court showing at least 
three houses were not “abandoned property" — the legal claim used by 
Jews to acquire property in Arab areas. Israel Radio said the sales might 
not now be cancelled or the Arab families compensated. Settlers have 
used property laws that term a large number of Arab houses as 
"abandoned," legal subterfuge and force to take over more than 50 
houses in Arab East Jerusalem, most inside the walled Old City. The ' 
former hardline Likud government enthusiastically backed the settlers but 
Labour Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin has moved to curb such settle- 
ment." 
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■ jrfan appeals to 

bodies 

• ‘ r 3iEVA (Petra) “ Jordan’s 
.. Nations ambassador in 

''Tj&jfa Sharif Fawwaz Sharaf 
-Sjgjay voiced Jordan’s rejec- 
V .Israel’s repressive mea- 

■■ -'.■. rc rffl the occupied Arab teni- 
^and condemned its viola- 
. human rights and Geneva 

- mjeitfions which caQ for pro- 

- ^ civilians at times of war 
~ -Vijinder occupation. In meet- 

:: 'v-ysith officials from the Hu- 
r^v ^jUghts Committee and the 
- " ?c fagfc Rights Centre in Geneva, 
mT.anf-Fawwaz called on the in- 

- - \ g j fanal community to force 

■■ „ StoimtJemeiit these conven- 
..‘.5£ Israel last week expelled 
^ than 400 Palestinians to 
.Catfrl^banon. Sharif Fawwaz 

- V. q jest a letter to the chairman 

the Human Rights Committee 
S~r ; : Gffleva calling on him to con- 
Tgnrthe deportation and press- 
‘ ^ to rescind its decision. 

; uftfrtllas rocket 
rael’saDy 

■ (RJAYOUN, Lebanon (R) — 

7 erifflas fired rockets at a post 

- ' Israel's militia allies in 
• jig Lebanon Monday and the 

aSnen fired back with artil- 

- ^'security sources said. They 
■ j fre guerrillas fired several 

' kej$ at the South Lebanon 
i^^SLA) militia post in the 
gtata irea on the edge of the 
risk state’s “security zone.” 
f^tttillery opened up at the 
: n^Of tbe rocket fire. There 
Jp^word on casualties on 
ui^dc. Israeli artillery fibred 
pg&mday night at an area 
jK&^Jsraeti and SLA posi- 
flg^Sboomariyeh after spot- 

■ ggttaSlas there. No-one was 

- rt^E^tfir areas are away from 
‘'^ft&nfeere 415 Palestinians 
dl^ gy israel spent the last 
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UM (AP) — Scores of 
• Susans demonstrated Mon- 
' k support of the 415 PaJesti- 
sstock between Lebanon and 
si after they were expelled by 
' Jewish state. The protestors 
tijed; to the United Nations 
resin Khartoum where they 
: rered a petition asking the 
J1 body to apply economic 
sans on Israel and to dispatch 
" Ltroops there to force it to 
feiby U.N. Security Coundl 
Jptions on the Palestinians, 
'demonstrators in Khartoum 
fed signs saying "The libera- 
las started" and “Unity of 
stinian ranks ... beginning of 
_J N . liberation.” Representatives 
— '» protestors then proceeded 
'frite headquarters of the Inter- 
nal Arab Islamic Popular 

• -ference, a regional organ isa- 

that coordinates activities of 
use groups. It is beaded by 
san AI Turabi, a Muslim fun- 
«Mtafct leader who is consi- 
*tobe the real power behind 
arHassan Al Bashir’s military 
nK. The Palestinians dehe- 
sSr-a letter to Dr. Turabi 
rig: “Jihad and armed strug- 
4rethe only paths for purging 
«?ned land." 

Me to seek rerun 
vote 

LSRADE (R) — Yugoslav 
^ne Minister Milan Panic, 
Njjig irregularities in Serbian 
’tideatial elections Sunday, 

" : Ssek a rerun of the ballot 
^' liu 90 days, me of his aides 
'■ •Tanjng news agency Mon- 
stomdal returns from the 
i election commission 
outgoing President Slo- 
Miiosevic leading Mr. 
“C jn’tbe elections on Sunday 
t on coarse for a first round 

• pry (sec page g). Teodor Olic 
« Tanjng the Panic camp had 
ected irregularities and would 
8C an official appeal against 
Sections. 

ansmugglers fined 

^million 

. HRAN (R) — A court has 
hL several people 400 billion 
^*'($270 million) for trying to 
a hoard of antiques out 
Kayban newspaper said 
?$hS. It quoted Tehran's Isla- 
^cvolattonary prosecutor 

^p^Raefed as saying police 
several people and 
k®?* Trage collection of pre- 
^^wbjects, some stolen from 
WfthQS. “All the plundered. 

and precious objects 
^confiscated and handed 
’ er ’h> the national heritage 
^s^Uaiion,” it quoted Mr. 
-as saying. 


Israelis, allies block 
expelled Palestinians 
from returning home 

2 wounded in S. Lebanon confrontation; 
10-year- old shot dead in West Bank 


MARJ AL ZOHOUR, Lebanon 
(Agencies) — Israeli soldiers and 
their militia allies prevented 415 
Palestinians expelled by Israel 
from returning to their homes 
Monday^ with machinegun fire 
and artillery. Two Palestinians 
were wounded. 

Lebanese Foreign Minister 
Fans Bouez urged the U.N. 
Security Coundl to "impose dear 
sanctions on Israel" for expelling 
the Palestinians from the Israeli- 
occupied territories and reiter- 
ated Lebanon's refusal to accept 
them. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, vowing to block the return 
of the expelled Palestinians, said 
he had no pity for the 415 men 
stranded between Israeli and 
Lebanese troops. 

Israeli soldiers and the South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) militiamen 
twice fired a hail of warning shots 
at the Palestinians as they were 


pushed back towards Israeli lines 
by the Lebanese army. 

Mr. Rabin, speaking in parlia- 
ment, conceded conditions were 
harsh for the Palestinians expel- 
led with only a coat, a blanket 
and $50 each into freezing condi- 
tions last Thursday night. 

But. defending the unpre- 
cedented expulsions of alleged 
Islamic activists and rejecting 
foreign criticism, Mr. Rabin said: 
“There is no pity in my heart for 
them." 

Mr. Rabin said it was up to 
Lebanon to take in the 415 men 
dumped across the Israeli lines. 
He portrayed the confrontation 
Monday as a propaganda strug- 
gle. 

“Our position is firm. We will 
not allow them to return." 

The Israeli high court delayed 
until at least Tuesday a ruling on 
appeals against the expulsions by 
civil rights lawyers. The lawyers 


Husseini calls for Israel-PLO 
talks to help cause of peace 


TUNIS (Agencies) — The head 
of the Palestinia n peace talks 

Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) would help save the 
Middle East negotiations, which 
have ground to a hah because of 
Israel’s expulsions policy. 

Faisal Ai Husseini told Reuters 
in an interview Monday that a 
solution to the problem of the 415 
Palestinians expelled to South 
Lebanon last week was more 
important for the moment than 
setting the date for a new round 
of peace talks, 

The Palestinians say they will 
boycott the talks until tbe Israelis 
allow the expelled group to go 
home. 

Even if Israel did let them 
back, the Palestinians did not 
expect progress unless Israel 
changed its attitude to the nego- 
tiations, he added. 

“We believe that (Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak) Rabin is killing 
it (the peace process) and there 
are a lot of things (to be done) to 
protect it from what Rabin is 
doing and wbai bas been done 
before,” Mr. Husseini said. 

“At first, we are asking Israelis 
to be serious about the whole. 


problem, to act as negotiators 
and not only as occupiers, who 
would like to ... destroy another 
people. 

“Secondly, to accept the reality 
that they are negotiating with the 
PLO ... and not groups here or 
there," he added. 

Some Israeli leftists have prop- 
osed overtures to the PLO as a 
way to weaken Palestinian sup- 
port for Hamas and other Muslim 
fundamentalist groups opposed 
to a negotiated settlement. 

Yossi Sand, part of the Meretz 
faction in Mr. Rabin’s ruling 
coalition, said: “There is no 
chance for peace without combat- 
ting Hamas, but at the same time 
we must extend our hand to the 
PLO leadership.” 

Mr. Husseini said in response: 
“For sure, such a matter (a dia- 
logue between Israel and the 
PLO) would help a lot in protect- 
ing the peace process.” 

“It is something dependent on 
the Israelis. For our side, we are 
open, and we would like to push 
things forward and we are ready 
to try everything to save the 
peace process. But we must be 
sure that such a thing will have a 
chance to succeed." 


“The ball is in the Israeli 
court.” Mr. Husseini added. 

Mr. 'Husseini was speaking in 
Tunis where he and three other 
members of the Palestinians team 
took part in the first session of an 
emergency PLO leadership meet- 
ing on the expulsions and assess 
the latest round of peace talks, 
which ended in Washington last 
week. 

He said no-one was talking 
about the next meeting and the 
four Arab parties to the negotia- 
tions — Syria, Jordan, Lebanon 
and the Palestinians — did not 
expect the talks to resume for six 
weeks, after Bill Gin ton takes 
over as U.S. president. 

“They (the Arabs) are not talk- 
ing about meetings in this period, 
and there is a lot of talk about 
difficulties and obstacles that 
Israel is creating in the way of the 
Palestinians, and the others,” Mr. 
Husseini said. 

Tbe Palestinian leader, who 
cannot take part in the talks 
himself because he comes from 
East Jerusalem, said that in 
Washington the Israelis gave the 
Palestinians a document and a 

(Continued on page 5) 


Palestinian meetings in Tunis 
could be major turning point 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — This week’s 
meeting between the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) leadership and senior 
members of the coalition which 
oppose the on-going peace 
talks with Israel is expected to 
be a turning point in contem- 
porary Palestinian politics. If 
agreements are readied at the 
meeting they are Hkely to re- 
duce the flexibility of the 
Palestinian negotiators at the 
peace talks while giving 
Palestinian participation a 
wider mandate. 

’ Tbe Tunis meeting also com- 
es at a time when discontent 
has increased in Palestinian 
political and popular circles 
over the domination of PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat’s 
“kitchen cabinet” in Palesti- 
nian decision-making. The 
cabinet, which includes people 
like PLO Executive Member 
Mahmoud Abbas and Arafat 
advisor Nabil Shaath, has been 
accused along with Mr. Arafat 
himself of undermining efforts 
to democratise PLO decision- 
making. .... 

Tbe failure of the ‘ kitchen 
cabinet’s” policies to produce 
results at the negotiating table 
14 months after the peace talks 
with Israel began has given 


those Palestinians who oppose 
the terms and stipulations of 
the talks more ammunition. 

Criticism of the lack of 
democracy in PLO decision- 
making and the lack of prog- 
ress at the peace table has 
come from within Mr. Arafat's 
own group, Fateh, as well as 
from opposition groups within 
and outside the PLO umbrella. 

While the issues concerned 
are wide-ranging the most im- 
mediate dispute is evidently 
the peace process. 

Palestinian opposition to the 
peace talks is spearheaded by a 
group known as the Damascus 
Ten which have increasingly 
dominated headlines and led 
street violence against Israeli 
forces in the occupied territor- 
ies. Tbe group, which includes 
the Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment, Hamas, and the 
Damascus-based Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP) and the 
Democratic Front for the Li- 
beration of Palestine (DFLP), 
united in a pact to upset the 
peace process in September 
this year. 

In October the group vowed 
to increase their military op- 
erations in tiie occupied terri- 
tories, and predicted the vio- 
lence that marked tbe month 
of December. 

Hamas attacks against 


Israeli military personnel 
claimed the lives of six Israeli 
soldiers in the last 10 days, 
setting off a series of events 
which led to the expulsion of 
the single largest number of 
Palestinians since the 1967 
war. 

As if hitting two birds with 
one stone Hamas appeared to 
replace the PLO as the leading 
force to threaten the Israeli 
army. By provoking the 
Israelis, who in their zeal to hit 
back at the Palestinians, expel- 
led 415 blindfolded, hand- 
cuffed people, Hamas also ex- 
posed Israel’s brutality and 
lack of respect for internation- 
al conventions. 

“Israel wants peace,” said 
Abbas Zaki, a PLO official 
who handles intifada affairs, 
“but it wants peace for Israelis 
only.” 

“Israel wants a confronta- 
tion," said a leftist Palestinian 
activist this week. “(Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak) Rabin 
knows very well that Hamas is 
willing to hit at Israel much 
stronger than the PLO, specifi- 
cally Fateh, is. He knows that 
as long as the Palestinian nego- 
tiators cannot present their 
people with results, which can- 
not come about except with 


(Continued on page 5) 



Price: Jordan 100 fils; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams 


Government reports its 
compliance with House’s 
decisions on Audit Bureau 


argued the Palestinians were 
dumped in South Lebanon before 
they could appeal against the 
expulsions. 

Extra troops flew to Israel's 
northern border by helicopter 
and then crossed into the “secur- 
ity zone." patrolled by Israelis 
and the SLA. security sources 
said. 

“There were attempts to move 
forward by the deportees toward 
the security zone," said the army. 
“These attempts were stopped 
with the advance of Israeli and 
SLA forces." 

Israel denied its troops fired 
but would not comment on SLA 
shooting at the Zemraya check- 
point to prevent the Palestinians 
entering the “security zone” in 
South Lebanon. 

Reporters at the crossing said 
the SLA lobbed mortar bombs 

(Con tinned on page 5) 



Palestinians carry one of their comrades wounded in gunfire from 
Israeli soldiers and their allies in South Lebanon in a confrontation 
Monday (AFP photo) 


AMMAN (Perra) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
has informed the Lower House or 
Parliament that the government 
has taken appropriate and effec- 
tive measures to implement re- 
commendations by the House's 
Financial Committee to solve 
problems facing the Audit 
Bureau and safeguard public 
funds and improve management 
of state finances. 

In a letter to House Speaker 
Abdul Latif Arabiyat, the prime 
minister said the government had 
honoured its commitments to the 
House made in the previous Par- 
liament session and had also 
embarked on studies designed to 
introduce amendments to legisla- 
tion related to the work of the 
Audit Bureau in the light of a 
Parliament debate about the 
bureau’s work during the extraor- 
dinary session last summer. 


In September of this year, 
Sharif Zeid said, he circulated to 
various departments the House 
committee's recommendations 
and urged them to take adminis- 
trative measures to conform to 
the House resolutions and recom: 
mendations and to avert further 
violations and financial excesses. 

So far the government depart? 
ments have achieved a great deal 
in handling these issues with the 
help of the newly-established 
Office for Administrative Inspec- 
tion and Control, tbe prime 
minister said. 

He said that the Finance Minis; - 
try has been entrusted with the 
task of working out a unified' 
system for government purchases 
and another for the collection of 
state funds. I 

The Finance Ministry will alsc 

(Continued on page 5) 'Z 


U.N. sending more guards; 

Gulf leaders gather in to protect Iraq aid trucks % 
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Abu Dhabi for summit 


ABU DHABI (Agencies) — 
Leaders of the Gulf Cooperation 
Coundl (GCC) countries assem- 
bled Monday in Abu Dhabi for 
their annual summit in hope they 
were putting internal rivalries 
aside to confront other issues. 

On Sunday. Qatar and Saudi 
Arabia announced agreement on 
a border dispute after Egyptian 
mediation, ending Qatar's three- 
month boycott of the GCC. 

Conference sources said the 
leaders were to seek means of 
smoothing over difficulties 
hindering good relations with 
Iran and warding off what they 
described as the Iraqi menace. 

Ways of buttressing combined 
defences and broadening the 
scope of economic cooperation 
topped the agenda, they said. 


‘The Saudi-Qatar dispute was 
a severe shock to the GCC.” 
United .Arab Emirates (UAE) 
Under-Secretary for Information 
Abdullah Aman said in an inter- 
view. 

“It came at an odd time for us. 
Now that it is out of the way. we 
can justifiably look forward to a 
successful summit which, in ess- 
ence. will be a rebirth of the 
GCC,” he said. 

The emir, of Qatar. Sheikh 
Khalifa Ben Hamad AJ Thani, 
said upon arrival: 

“I am confident that our sum- 
mit will succeed with the help of 
God in achieving the results that 
will deepen our unity and streng- 
then brotherly links that unite us 
to achieve what our countries and 
peoples aspire for." 



MOGADISHU (Agencies) — 
The two main warlords in Moga- 
dishu have begun to move their 
“technical" battlewagons out of 
the capital under a U.S. -brokered 
peace agreement. 

U.S. officials said Mohammad 
Farah Aideed had moved his 
technicals out of the southern 
part of the city Monday and his 
chief rival, Ali Mahdi” Moham- 
mad, would move his from the 
north Tuesday. 

‘Tc's a Somali operation, aimed 
at bringing Mogadishu back to 
what it was before the civil war,” 
one U.S. official said. 

He said freelance bandits or 
factions not aligned with General 
Aideed or Mr. Ali Mahdi would 
be told via radio and newspaper 
announcements to get their tech- 
nicals out of town fast. 

U.S.-led coalition forces would 
play no direct role in the opera- 
tion. But they had been informed 
of the routes and times when the 
militia vehicles would move to 
locations just outside the city. 

"The one thins we want to 


avoid is a confrontation,” the 
U.S. official said. 

Mr. Ali Mahdi and Gen. 
Aideed agreed on Dec. 11 tto 
move “all forces and their tech- 
nicals” outside Mogadishu as part 
of a seven-point peace plan 
reached two-days after the multi- 
national force reached Somalia to 
secure relief routes for the starv- 
ing. 

In what has become a familiar 
pattern, troops of Operation Res- 
tore Hope seized another city 
without opposition but came 
under fire in wo cities they had 
taken earlier. 

U.S. Marines and Belgian pa- 
ratroopers Sunday took control 
of the port and airport in the 
southern city of Kismayu. 
reopening an important gateway 
for food shipments to this rav- 
aged country. 

Gan fighting and looting had 
kept Kismayu's port closed for 
months, reducing the aid flow to 
a trickle delivered by planes from 
neighbouring Kenya. 
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UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
The United Nations announced 
Monday that additional LLN. 
guards will be sent to protect 
truck convoys carrying aid to 
Iraqi Kurds from bombs and 
mines that have been attached to 
the vehicles. 

The new guards will be sent to 
two checkpoints at Fibar and 
Kahzar, said U.N. spokesman 
Joe Sills. 

The checkpoints are in Iraq, 
and the United Nations has asked 
Baghdad for visas for the new 
guards. Mr. Sills said. 

The World Food Programme 
(WFP) Friday announced a tem- 
porary halt to the winter relief 
programme fro the Iraqi Kurds 
after several Turkish trucks car- 
rying relief supplies were dam- 
aged by bombs. 

WFP spokesman Francis 
Mwanza said in Rome Friday that 


71 trucks had been held 
Bohuk, northern Iraq, while th«£ 
U.N. secretary-general’s 
considered the programme's re-C-; 
quest for more security. Jr ■ 

The suspension came in reft* I 
sponse to the third series of bomb J ; 
attacks on Turkish trucks in three? ■ 
weeks. On Wednesday eighj;." 
trucks were blown up by tint-; 
bombs and bombs were defuse^ 
on nine others, Mr. Mwanza said!;; - 

Some 410 trucks in 25 convoy^ 
had made it safely into northers! ; 
Iraq, carrying over 8,000 tonne*' 
of food, and other supplies, Mft 
Sills said. 

Iraqi Kurdish officials haver / 
said the trucks had been booby-- 
trapped after their drivers were! 
taken away for questioning at anr 
Iraqi checkpoint at Fibar. Thq. 
drivers were returning after uik 
loading supplies in the Kurdish- 
held part of northern Iraq. 


52 killed, 23 missing in 
Dutch air crash 




FARO, Portugal (AP) — A char- 
tered Dutch jet carrying more 
than 300 holiday travellers split in 
two and burst into flames Mon- 
day while trying to land in a storm 
at this beach resort. At least 52 
people were killed and 23 were 
missing, an airport official said. 

Smoke poured from the wreck- 
age of the Marti nair DC-10 and 
hampered efforts to remove 
bodies from the burned fuselage. 
TSF radio reported. 

The front of the DC-10 was 
largely intact, but the middle and 
tail section crumbled in the fire. 
Wreckage was strewn across 400 
metres. 

There were reports of survi- 
vors struggling out of the burning 
wreckage as much as an hour 
after the accident, Portugal’s 
Lusa news agency said. 

A survivor described the panic 
as people tried to flee the aircraft 
"There was screaming and peo- 
ple falling over each other," pas- 


senger Marlous Jungerius told 
Dutch NBS television. “I saw r 
stewardess with blood pouring 
from her head. There was blood 
everywhere." 

“Those of us who got out of the 
plane ran as hard as we could — ' 
people were running in all direc- 
tions.” Mr. Jungerius said. "We 
got to the terminal and there was 
nothing there, no-one to help US) 
just people screaming all over the 
place.” 

Rescue workers were searching 
through the scorched mid section 
and tail of the plane, which was 
still clouded in smoke by midr 
afternoon. \ 

Forty-two survivors were at the 
Hotel Ibis in Faro. , 

The pilot, whose name was not 
immediately available, was 
among those who survived the ■ 
crash of the three-engine McDon- . 
nel Douglas jet, Dutch embassy ; 
spokeswoman Theda van Royeu : 
said in Lisbon. 
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Teenager recalls ordeal 


after Israeli roundup 


MARJ AL ZOHOUR (AP) — 
Qassem Siouri, 17. the youngest 
415 Palestinians Israeli expel- 
'ed to Lebanon, wept when he 
-scaiied the night he was dragged 
■ Israeli security men from his 
.tome in Hebron in the occupied 
West Bank. 

“Mom made us a supper of 
soup and fried chicken liver and 
then two hours later the Israelis 
pulled me out of bed and de- 
ported me.” said Siouri. a shoe 
iactory worker. 

“I was taken by a guy known as 
Capt. Adib, who’s in charge of 
security in Hebron. He told me I 
was needed for five minutes and 
he’d bring me back home.' 1 he 
said. 

Capt. Adib “assured by father, 
SaJim, that there was no need for 
him to accompany me and that 
I’d return home soon," he recal- 
led. 

But he and the other detainees 
rounded up were “blindfolded 
and handcuffed and left standing 
in the rain for two hours” at a 
collection centre in Hebron. 

“They loaded 30 of us on a bus 
and drove us to Dahriyeh prison 
near Hebron where we joined the 
others who’d been arrested," 
Siouri said. 

The shock of his arrest has not 
worn off and die freckle faced lad 
was exhausted and hungry as he 
and the other alleged activitists of 
Hamas, the Palestinian Islamic 
movement, shivered in an area 
between Israel’s self-designated 
“security zone” in South Leba- 
non and government-controlled 
Lebanese territory. 

They were rounded up Dec. 14 


The teenager is known to the 
other Palestinians as "The Kid." 


His misery is worsened by a 
urinary tract infection "because 
the Israeli guards prevented us 
from urinating properly for force 
days." 

Abdul Aziz Rantisi, a physi- 
cian who headed foe Islamic Hos- 
pital in Gaza City and is now the 
Palestinian's spokesman, said 
most of foe men are “suffering 
from a variety of urinary tract 
infections.’' 

Mr. Siouri said that in the 
Hebron prison, "the guards beat 
us with dabs, kicked us and spat 
in our faces.” 

“Then strangely, they offered 
us water. We didn’t realise what 
that was all about and we drank,” 

he said. - . 

“But they were just torturing Some of the 415 Palestinians expelled from the area between 1 

us because when they loaded us occupied territories by Israel wash in a spring in an Sooth Lebaoo 

on the buses after that, with our : # ' \ ■ j T J { 

ssssLfli Iran studying top-level 
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beating on my back as we were NICOSIA (R) — A Tehran news- giving up its policy of hegemony 
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area between Lebanese and Israeli checkpoints in 
South Lebanon (AFP photo) 


in a dragnet after Hamas kidnap- 
ped and killed an Israeli border 


guard, the sixth Israeli slain by 
the faction in eight days. 

“I'm not a member of Hamas,” 
Siouri protested. “I’ve nothing to 
do with politics. I only go to the 
mosque to pray. Is worshipping 
God "a crime now?” 

Sitting in the makeshift tent 
city in foe desolate land foe hap- 
less Palestinians have dubbed the 
“Jerusalem Camp for a Rapid 
Return,” the young man greedily 
chewed on bread and cheese, his 
first meal in more than three 
days. 


go to the sheruteem (Hebrew for 
toilet), but he gave me a hell of a 
beating on my back as we were 
driven to northern Israel. 

“I tried to hold myself in, but I 
kept wetting my pants.” 

Finally, he said, “I couldn't 
take it any more. I started bang- 
ing my head against the wimlow. 
I almost fahrted. 

“A guard ordered the driver to 
puli over .and took me out to 
urinate,” Mr. Siouri said, robbing 
his bloodshot eyes. 

“With my hands cuffed behind 
my back, my feet cuffed and the 
guard constantly hitting me on 
foe back of my neck, there was no 
way I could unzip my trousers,” 
Mr. Siouri said, his voice chock- 
ing with emotion. 

A bearded Palestinian sitting 
on a nearby rock shouted: “Don’t 
get so upset about it kid. Big men 
did it too.” 

Back in the bus, Mr. Siouri 
said, guards offered the blind- 
folded Palestinians tomatoes and 
bread. 

“I refused,” be said. “Knowing 
what happened after they gave us 
water to drink, I didn't want to 
have more problems with my 
bowels.” 


paper said Monday Iran's Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Vclayati was 
considering a meeting with bis 
Egyptian counterpart Amr Musa. 

Iran and Egypt have been en- 
gaged in a sharp war of words in 
recent months. Cairo has accused 
Tehran of fomenting Muslim fun- 
damentalist unrest in Egypt and 
other Arab countries. 

The Tehran Times quoted a 
“high-level source” at Iran's 
Foreign Ministry as saying Mr. 
Velayati was “seriously consider- 
ing” taking up the offer of a 
meeting with Mr. Musa. 

“The two nations of Iran and 
Egypt have a long history of 
friendly and brotherly relations,” 
the paper, which is considered 
dose to foe ministry, quoted foe 
source as saying. 

Mr. Musa two weeks ago 
reiterated Cairo’s vow to resist 
any Iranian threat to Arab 
national security, but said it 
wanted dialogue with Iran. 

“We call on Iran for dialogue 
based on healthy foundations by 
abandoning its intervention in the 
internal affairs of other states and 


and imperial dreams,” he said. 

Egypt's attacks played up 
Iran’s dispute with the United 
Arab Emirates over three Gulf 
islands, seen by Arabs as a sign of 
Iranian expansionism in the re- 
gion. , 

Iran's late supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini 
cut Tehran’s relations with Cairo 
in 1979 after Egypt became the 
first Arab country to make peace 
with Israel. 

Tehran responded to Cairo's 
recent charges of exporting fun- 
damentalism by accusing Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubarak of 
trying to lead other Arab govern- 
ments into compromise with 
Israel through U.S. -organised 
Middle East peace talks. 

Iran under President Akbar 
Hash e mi Rafsanjani made tenta- 
tive moves at a limited improve- 
ment in relations with Egypt. 

But hardliners oppose any res- 
toration of diplomatic ties, saying 
there had been no change in the 
basic situation leading to the 
breach. 


Rockets kill 
10, injure 
16 in 
Kabul 


KABUL (R) — Three shells 
slammed into a crowded bazaar 
in the Afghan capital Kabul Mon- 
day, killing at least 10 people and 
injuring 16, eyewitnesses said. 

At feast two children were 
among the dead, said government 
soldier Anwar Shah, who carried 
three of the bodies to a nearby 
checkpost. 

Pools of blood stained streets 
around the usually busy bazaar in 
central Kabul after hundreds of 
morning shoppers fled in panic 
from the attack. 


calls for more political freedom in Gulf 


ABU DHABi (R) — Democrats 
urged leaders of a Gulf Arab 
alliance: Sunday to widen political 
freedoms in the region in which 
political parties are banned.. - 

The • Gulf National Forum 
{GIST?/ saij in a statement 
addressed to a Gulf Cooperation 
Council '(GCC) summit opening 
in Abu Dhabi Monday that Gulf 
citizens would like to have a 
bigger political role and more 
public freedoms. 

“We appeal to the leaders of 
the Gulf Cooperation Council to 
work towards further unity in the 
Gulf and to develop political in- 
stitutions to ensure full rule of 
law, political participation, wider 
public freedoms and protection of 
human rights," it said. 

The GNF made a copy of the 
letter available to Reuters. 

GCC Secretary-General 
Abdullah Bishara said he had not 


seen the appeal when asked at a 
news conference. 

But he defended the political 
systems in GCC states saying they 
were well suited to the region. 

“We have a record we are 
proud of,” he said. 

“If you are speaking of a West- 
ern model, then you can take 
issue with me," he told a Western 
reporter. 

The forum was set up in May 
by 100 academics, businessmen 
and professional people from 
Bahrain, Qatar, Kuwait, Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates to promote and defend 
human righti, democracy and 
basic freedoms in the six Gulf 
states. 

The statement, delivered to 
GCC officials in Abu Dhabi, said 
Gulf nationals were disappointed 
with the slow pace of GCC efforts 
to settle political and soda! prob- 


lems. 

“We cannot ignore the dis- 
appointment of Gulf citizens with 
the slowness of foe GCC in solv- 
ing... border disputes. 

“And social problems like that 
of stateless Arabs, those de- 
ported from their countries, the 
citizens who are prevented from 
travelling and increasing cases of 
discrimination and oppression 
against people because of their 
race or ideological beliefc," the 
statement said. 

“The governments of the Gulf 
are called upon to take all mea- 
sures to protea foe rights of 
citizens and residents based on 
international law. ...They are 
also called upon to increase the 
proportion of Gulf nationals in 
the worforce and give Gulf 
women a role in pnblic and 
national life,” it said. 

Women have no political rights 


in the stria Islamic societies of 
the Gulf although educated 
women are starting to rise in 
government service and the pro- 
fessions in more liberal states like 
Kuwait and Bahrain. 

The forum is the first such 
Gulf-wide group. It says it will 
only use peaceful and overt 
means to achieve its aims. 

Since the GuJf war several 
states in the region have taken 
steps towards greater popular 
political participation, most not- 
ably Kuwait, which held par- 
liamentary elections in October. 

Bahrain's Emir Sheikh Isa Ben 
Salman A1 Khalifa Sunday issued 
a decree setting up a consultative 
assembly to give Bahrainis a grea- 
ter say in the running of the state. 

Saudi Arabia announced the 
creation of a consultative council 
m March, but its members have 
yet to be chosen. 


It was not known who fired the 
shells, but Shah said fighting had 
erupted early Monday between 
government forces and fighters of 
foe formerly communist militia. 

The two groups have been 
allies since the militia defection to 
the Mujahedeen toppled the ex- 
communist government last 
April. 

Witnesses said at least 10 peo- 
ple were killed in foe attack and 
16 injured, some seriously. 

Streets in the city were de- 
serted, shop windows shattered, 
and bloodstained shoes and emp- 
ty baskets scattered around the 
bazaar. Kebab sellers ran from 
their stalls, leaving foe meat still 
roasting. 

It was the worst such attack on 
Kabul since bloody fighting last 
August between the government 
and a maverick Mujahedeen par- 
ty, when thousands of rockets 
and artillery shells rained down 
on the city killing more than 
2,500 people. 

“I am so afraid," said 16-year- 
old Masoom, as he wandered 
through the empty streets looking 
for his brother who was at the 
bazaar at foe time of foe attack. 

At the Interior Ministry, some 
1,000 delegates to foe Hal-o- 
Aqad assembly, which is to 
choose Afghanistan’s first elected 
president since the 1979 Soviet 
invasion, gathered for a second 
introductory session. 


ALGIERS (R) — Algerian 
security forces fought a nine-hour 
battle with gunmen in a Muslim 
fundamentalist stronghold near 
Algiers , foe official news agency 
APS said on Monday. 

No casualty figures were im- 
mediately available but APS re- 
ported “deaths and wounded” in 
the operation in foe town of Blida 
Sunday night. 

“An important armed group 
has reportedly been neutralised,’* 
after repeated assaults lasting 
nine hours until 1 a.m., foe agen- 
cy said. 

It reported heavy gunfire and 
explosions during the battle m 
Blida, army headquarters for the 
militar y district that includes the 
capital Algiers and a noted stron- 
ghold of Muslim militants. 

Fart of Blida was completely 
cordoned off by the security 
forces, APS said. 

The authorities have recently 
stepped up their battle to crush 
Islamic fundamentalists , blamed 
for killing about 200 members of 
the security forces since last 
February. 

, The army-backed government 

clamped a 10:30 p.m. to 5 a.m. 
curfew on Algiers and six nearby 
districts, including Blida, two 
weeks ago. 

Early last week, security forces 
killed 13 fundamentalists in a 
triple sweep in mountains near 
Algiers and in two eastern sub- 
urbs. 

On Sunday, five men shot dead 
a para-military gendarme and his 
father-in-law in the town of Ksar 
AJ Boukbari , 110 kilometres 
south of Algiers, Algiers Radio 
said. 

The “terrorists, the official 
term for Muslim fundamentalists, 
fled in a vehicle. 

On Monday afternoon at least 
SO soldiers still ringed the partly 
built house in Blida where foe 
battle took place. 

Three military lorries and jeeps 
were parked nearby. Journalists 
were kept at least 200 metres 
away. 

A missile had apparently pan-' 
died a big blackened hole into 
the building. 

An 18-year-old student from a 
nearby school said: “I live eight 
kilometres from here and .we 
could hear shooting and explo- 
sions at home during foe night” 

The owner of nearby hotel said 
shooting started about 2 p.m. on 
Sunday and lasted until after mid- 
night. 

Shopkeepers near the house 
said foe authorities told them to 
dose about an hoar before foe 
shooting started. 

“Even (Abassi) Madani could 
have heard the explosions in pris- 


ABU DHABI (R) — Saadi Ara- 
bia’s King Fabd has warned that 
his country would not remain 
silent in foe face of foreign- 
influenced citizens using mosques . 
to criticise his gown®*® 1 ?' - 

In a meeting with Mushm cfcr- 
cv and theologians, foe king 
fuonriy criticised foe recent use 
of mosques and the ozonation of 
cassette tapes to attack foe gov- 
ernment. t ^ 

“I do not believe foot foe state 
allows this or will not put limits to 
u ii tk. irtna ewd in his meeti ng 


world’s 7 largest oii re* 
ordered foe formation 


ter foe Griff wari dafoec 

Af i l i ^ rirtrinrn* Vir i r Tw> n‘ . -V 


so for. 

“Twoye^^weV. 

seeing fojsg* ; nii£&uj££. 
which werejoiwatBtiaitV 
we accept 'foatraoii^jj®, 

to us from- outtidu:6hr> 

an/I ilirwfl! nctKnVHUai- . 


and directs »s?>fo,’*tbek 
without ' referring . 

backing critics of HsgcbW 
“Has it cbfoe 
where we depend on icKffr ' 
cassette tapes andaftCiy 
not lead to gobdT’-Tfe kc 1’ 

speed/^^^^gu^^" 
gatherings by foe faithfrl 
not.be qseif for pmpbre 


implemented.. . _ 

“We should not follow m foe - 
path of foreign currents, foreign 
toour country,” the official Saudi. 
Press Agency quoted him , Mohr 1 
day as saying. . , 

Diplomats in the region have 
s?id an anti-government fun- 
damentalist Islamic . trend . has 
been active in foe conservative 
kingdom since the eruption of the 
Gulf crisis in 1990. 

There have also been calls for 
foe formation of an elected con- 
sultative council to oversee day to 
day roaming of state affairs. 


“The pulpit wastHjjyia' 
certain limited tfura^T- 
king, who. is also, wtei® 


He said that his doorfr 
of Grown , Prince AWnR 

voice a coth^ainL e^- 
offer advice. i 


MIDDLE ^NEWSmtiRiEI 


British aid to build girls’ school In 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A Palestinian girls’ school on the^"‘;.i_ 
occupied West Bank is to be built and equipped wifta£58" - 
million grant from the Overseas I>^opnieatAdininistjatmd 
money will be channelled through foe United Natkms.$dfe 
Works Agency (UNRWA). The nwSTor .. 

education for girls is enormous on the West &anxwtKbhas& 
scale refugee problem, a British embassy press Jcteasca^v 
has worsened since foe Gulf war and there havealso boesfriy - 
school dosures in the occupied territories,” it sddpjSj. 
accomm odation where it exists is of poor quality, artptgptge- 
and grossly overcrowded and ill-equipped. A two foj&opem|r 
often used to try and accommodate all pupils needmge3fc*~ 

The new school forms part of UNRWA’s prognmuae.forffc 
oian refagees in foe Near East which provides - • 

assistance for refagees in foe area. . , 


Bashir: No military confrontation with Eft 


KHARTOUM (AP) — Sudan’s military leader Iieriftr 
General Omar Nassau AI Bashir said Sunday his coohtr yfi' 
j intention to provoke a military co n frontation with Egypt** 
border dispute between them. “We have told them (theEmpf 
that no harm will befall yon from the Sudanese rad- Nof " 
bullet will be fired from tire Sudanese against foefr brati*-' 
Egypt,” Gen. Bashir told a rally in Khartoum. Rdatbnsbctti 
Sudan and its northern neighbour have been shamed^ 
j ownership of the Halaib border strip and Egyptian accusations 
I Sudan is arming anti-government Muslim extremists and jetti* 

! training camps .for them.. Gem Bashir said be “qfcaflengefc|g . 
i who has proof about camps in Sudan for tarorists from 
He was apparently responding to Egyptian.. fresiden$^ 
Mubarak’s latest accusations made Wednesday. Mr. Mnfanjf 
that despite denial by Sudanese officials be has pFoe&bn 
camps exist and warned Sudan against foe consequence^ . 
months ago Egypt reinforced border posts along the bqnfefc. . 

I Sudan because of tension over Halaib and to stop any sniiggffi 
weapons across the border. 


Yemeni minister says 15 killed in pastd^^g 


on," he joked. 

Mr. Madani beaded the now 


outlawed Islamic Salvation Front, 
which the government blames for 
most political violence. 


SANAA (R) — Yemeni Interior and Security Nfimstet^h 

Mottaher A) Qamesh said Sunday IS people were MfeSm 
injured in riots that engulfed six Yemeni towns 
capital Sanaa earlier this month. The figures were givra * 
testimony to parliament, which has been looking Into'thep . 
riots, the worst disorders to hit Yemen since tbfc North j iS. “ 
merged in 1990. Sanaa Television quoted Mr. Qashem as sa 
661 people were arrested. Previous official figures repQri* ’ 
people killed, 90 injured and less than 300 arrested. Hundred 
shops and government buildings were damaged or tootecF'Jri; u 

riots which started on Dec. 9 and continued for four dajfc " “ i : * 
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NIGHT DUTY 


Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

CrWI Defence Immediate 


PRA YES TIMES 


WEATHER 


95:W Fajr 

06:27 {SunmcJ Duiu 

11:34 Dhuhr 

14:18 'AST 

16:40 Maghreb- 

I8.-C3 ‘lsta 


Buflcrip s up pBcd by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


CHURCHES 


St Mary rf NbbmUi Clwteh SwdDefc, 
Tel. 810740 

AoembBcs of God Church, Td. 
632785. 
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It win be partly cloudy and scattered 
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northern pans of the Kingdom. As of 

Wednesday evening a polar cold from 
tc expected to aflfca Jordan. In Atnbft. 
h will be partly dondy nod ram k 
expected, and seat calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 
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Jordan Valley 09/ Ig 
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Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 10. Aqaba 16- Humidity readings: 
Amman 55 per cent, Aqaba 56 per 
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DtBlD: 

Dt. Walid Ibrahim 244412 

Akjuds pharmacy (— ) 
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• t?.t Z JT' Vr'aA tPctra) Mittister of 
c i^r Un ^i^L 4rtAand Rural Affairs and 
T- . Abdul Razzaq 

\. :s*r, vg ba£ announced Monday 
iJae dries and Villages De- 
•v- ice- rtRfJ 30 *arf'Bai ,k has decided to 
„ j ? thjjTv weal councils in the King- 
J”^ i j ro n; ct-'fSS'per cent of -the interest 
_‘:.t iB-.'fej yfr wfflg payable by them to 


councils to be exempted from 
cent of interest on state loans 


^^fflJCTdDong 1993. 

‘g»ineeting with heads of 

■ i Miinrik nf mirth Tnr. 


. A . >o«mi 1 "councils of south Jor- 

r./' := '-'6:^ , j^Aqaba Monday. Dr. 

said this measure aims 
■ ■■■■ if. :‘%*athc debts of municipali- 
m J] b . : *psS p ‘ ^ ba»k has previously 


cated Jd 3 million for the approp- 
riation of lands for the municipa- 
lities, he said. 

Dr. Tubeishat • reviewed the 
main principles and policies of 
the ministry stressing that it was 
keen to preserve the independ- 
ence of local councils and to give 
them more powers in accordance 
with existing legislations and 
laws. Ar the same "time, he said, 
the ministry will keep monitoring 
tbe work of these councils and 
municipalities to make sure that 
they are abiding by law. 

. The ministry. he said, empha- 
sises the importance of joint ser- 
vices councils and he praised their 
work now that they have been 
restiuctured. He also pointed to 
the maintenance teams set up to 
work for small municipal and 


-i . > v\ , f ^ r , _ Lucy nave Dcen 

*= ii-«f^^ftdpairties to pay hack rest.uciured. He also pointed to 
1 « ern P* n S th f I m maintenance teams set up to 

due °n loans. He work for small municipal and 
- :'.r.^w»iwninent pays special rural councils 
Uir i muuicipafities and The minister said that there 

Hs raw" *» enable were plans to held a specialised 

•^rc.- A T 1 0,11 their duties in seminar for the joint services 

. coundls in the Kingdom. The 
:>c 7 ; ^dwrenirnent distributed seminar, he 


' 5? ^v^kOT to local councils by 
and the beginning 
— ^bssaid. ID i million was 

for rubbish disposal 


^ S vys Ui*T»etfccrn Jordan’s munici- 
^ feaSJ another JD I million 

7~ t purchase of equipment 

!r 'S' SChOQl for s*™**- ln 

.government allo- 


seminar for the joint services 
coundls in the Kingdom. The 
seminar, he said, will tackle 
issues such as protecting the en- 
vironment, and improving coun- 
cil servies. "The ministry intends 
also to organise a general confer- 
ence for municipal councils in 
Jordan to study their conditions 
and activate their role in the fiel J 
of protecting the environment 
and developing the local society,” 


S:® 1 anc * drugs workshop 
Sviiiiences 


.... . :- r; -^^^petra) — The estab- 
v i - . a- drug data base 

' " " ‘ drugs and the local 

^ ‘ drugs in Jordan are 

” ~ 7 •«. ^tfitTimaia topics being dis- 

• 7 -- . ''tour-day workshop 
' ' ’• '■.r.'.iMeifcd in Amman Mon- 

rv 'i the workshop is 

iSrjffijrksh’op on essential 
concept of use and con- 

■"rental^ ■ 

ni&dby the Health Minis- 
. --^^wngacy Department in 


with the World 
nsation (WHO), the 
iping attended by 50 
[pharmacists em- 
s-ffealth Ministry in 


sbybf Health places 
juice on basic drugs 
^irMKra it exerts its 


Health Ministry has sought to 
promote the idea among the pub- 
lic that basic drugs consitute an 
integral component of primary 
health care. Dr. Abbas said that 
the Health Ministry has estab- 
lished a specialised department 
and laboratory entrusted with the 
task of drug control. 

The four-day meeting, he said, 
was part of the ministry's ongong 
on-the-job training for' doctors 
and pharmacists which is de- 
signed to acquaint the partici- 
pants with up to date informa- 
tion. Tbe Director of tbe minis- 
try’s Drug Control Department 
Nayef Hamarneh said this was 
the first time that doctors and 
pharmacists will meet together 
for a joint discussion related to 
health services in Jordan. 


it exerts its “Doctors, pharmacists and 
ffi&n-available for nurses complement one another's 
Said Dr. .Iworfc and they all shoulder the 
^^he^vnlStry's" * responsibility • "for the nations 
Wj’ 1 :''' he .said. Drugs, that can 

wh6 made the r * only be dispensed by a doctor's 
-■Sfidrtes at rite workshop prescription and ways of upgrad- 
Bashir government ing the standard of health work- 
^RaAmman, said that the ers are also on die agenda. 


*iiiedfca? ^HOME NEWS AN BRIEF 


■ attends army celebration 

■ (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crotfn Prince Hassan, 

Jjtfsht, Monday attended a celebration organised by the 
- ’VfeRoyal Mechanised Division to mark the creation of a 
" its units. 

-- San medical team to head for Croatia 


IAN (Petra) — A medical team from the Jordan Medical 
-Tialion (JMA) will head Tuesday for Croatia to extend help 
„e-peop!e of Bosnia-Herzegovina, JMA President Ishaq 
said Monday. A press conference held at the Jordan 
ssiprial Associations Complex, announced that the team will 
rrying a shipment of medicine and medical requirements 
i were contributed by doctors from all over Jordan. Dr. 
Qa said another Jordanian medical team will leave for 


-ia- next. month to examine the Bosnian people’s needs. 
;i>mah of the doctors committee for helping the Bosnian 


£ Musa A1 Zughoul said his committee has so far collected 
00‘tp be used in pHirchasing medicine. The committee also 
*wt^p,0QQ from the Jordan National Red Crescent Society, 
Zrijjhbiul said. 


^department confiscates Al Ahall weekly 


4AM"(J.T,) — The Press and Publications Department has 
scapd the: second issue of Al Ahali Arabic Weekly this 
k, ^statement issued by the tabloid’s Chief Editor Jamil Ai 
i.sakt'Mr. Nimri protested at this measure, saying the 
id B^already facing financial problems. “T’he consecutive 
scaijbns of. the newspaper add to the tabloid’s existing 
wife; jepiiesented in additional financial and administrative 
faulting from, printing it abroad, which now seriously 
ten our ability to continue to publish it," Mr. Nimri said in 
tatement which was faxed to the Jordanian press. 
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he said. He added that the coun- 
cils have a distinguished role in 
terms of the national strategy for 
protecting the environment which 
was endorsed recently and the 
environment protection draft law 
which was sent to the legislation 
bureau at the prime ministry for 
approval. 

Dr. Tubeishat also announced 
at the meeting that a cooperation 
plan between the ministry and the 
Cities and Villages Development 
Bank provides for preparing a 
comprehensive programme to 
meet the needs or the ministry, 
the local councils and the bank, 
as well as the government’s admi- 
nistrative development plan. 

According to this programme, 
three training centres will be 
established in Amman, Irbid and 
Muta University to serve munici- 
palities all over Jordan, he said. 

Aqaba District Governor Oaf- 
tan Al Majali who was present at 
the meeting called on rhe ministry 
to pay more attention to Aqaba 
in environmental fields, and 
stressed its importance as Jor- 
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Dr. Abdul Razzaq Tubeishat 


dan's only ourler to (he sea and as 
a touristic, industrial and com- 
mercial centre. 

Aqaba's clean beaches and di- 
verse coral reefs are affected by 
the city's intermediate industries 
and industrial exports, Mr. Ma- 
jali said. The meeting was 
attended by Aqaba Mayor Ibra- 
him Abul Izz. the Cities and 
Villages Development Bank 
Director Zuheir Khalifeh, Secret- 
ary General of the Ministry Asem 
Ghosheh and Aqaba Region Au- 
thority Director Bossa Oaqish. 


Jordan, Lebanon 
talk of joint 
investments 


German business delegation 
invited to Jordan 


AMMAN (Petra) — The head of 
a visiting Lebanese industrial and 
business delegation said in Am- 
man Monday that his group was 
seeking the establishment of a 
joint Jordanian-Lebanese invest- 
ments company that can market 
jointly manufactured goods. 


AMMAN (Petra) — A delega- the Arab economy in Germany 
tion of German businessmen and plays an active role in point- 

hnu« luuu. A • ; r~. ■_ j ■ . . r ■ 


have been invited to Amman in ing German industrialists towards 
the spring by the prime minister Arab investment opportunities. 


to study prospects for invest- 
ments in Jordan, according to Dr. 


Dr. Abu Jaber said that the 
chamber organises seminars, con- 


Sharif Abu Jaber, a member of ferences and exhibitions to prom- 


the executive council of the Arab ote Arab German economic 


German Chambers of Com- cooperation and tourism to the 


Jack Sarraf. chairman of the 
Lebanese businessmen Associa- 
tion, was speaking at a meeting 
with the president and members 
of tbe Amman Chamber of In- 
dustry with whom he discussed 
Jordanian-Lebanese trade ex- 
changes. 


The delegation are to familia- 
rise themselves with the opportu- 


Arab world including Jordan. 

The chamber also acts as a tool 
to orient the German public ab- 


nities for investment through ? ut ,^ rab cu,lure and Iouris . n ?- 

.* • . tL 1 npn« irp Ai%n<^rhinirm 


meetings with government offi- 
cials and Jordanian businessmen 


"There are great opportunities 
for Jordanian exporters to enter 


said Dr. Abu Jaber. who has Je German market provided that 

been in Amman to pave the way tbe,r confonn to Euro- 

rv . L y . - nean standards and cru>mnca- 


for the visit. Dr. Abu Jaber met If™ , standards and speeffica- 
with government officials, re- ^ P r ‘ £ b “ ««»• H . e 


For his part, Khaldoun Abu 
Hassan, the chamber's president, 
suggested the convening ot an 
investment seminar as first put 
forth by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, so that 
Lebanese and those involved in 
Jordanian business and economic 
sectors can discuss ways for coor- 
dinating their plans and overcom- 
ing obstacles that might impede 
trade exchanges. 


sponsible for economic develop- added that Jordan’s democratic 
ment cabinet ministers and offi- d, ™ atc a ? d mterna , 1 stability as 

well as its central geographic 


rials from the public and private 


sectors. He said that the Germans locati< ; n . shouId ^cr- 

will not only explore areas foe t0 ,nves ^ especially in light 


investment but will also hold a °. f the enacted Iaws ®" d regula- 
joinl seminar with the Jordanian f lon s encouraging and facilitating 


private sector to discuss economic {** vestments. He urged Jordanian 
cooperation businessmen to maintain strong 

contacts with German businesses 
On the role of the Arab Ger- to try and involve German part- 
an Chamber of Commerce, he ners in joint investments and 


man Chamber of Commerce, he 


said that the chamber promotes transfer of modem technology. 


Stephanie Genkin 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanian 
businesses dependent on long dis- 
tance communication services 
need not be burdened by the 
extortionate rates of the local 
telecommunications state- 
monopoly any more. Thanks to a 
recent technological innovation 
marketed by the American based 
International Discount Telecom- 
munications (IDT), frequent long 
distance users are able to substan- 
tially reduce costs. 

For nearly one-third the price 
of long distance calls made from 
Jordan, international callers in 
the Kingdom can dial anywhere 
in the world-even Israel and the 
West Bank. 

Customers pay 250 U. S' dollars 
per month which connects them 
to an American telephone line 
and allows them to pay American 
’ rates which are considerably low- 
er than Jordanian. In technolo- 
gical terms, the system works 
along the lines of a conference 
call. 

For the monthly fee, overseas 
callers are hooked into a box 
which contains an automatic dial- 
er and a conference call mechan- 
ism. A caller in Jordan, for inst- 
ance, dials the New Jersey based 
company, and after letting the 
phone ring once, hangs up. The 
black box registers the caller's 
number and automatically rings 
back. Now connected with an 


American line, the customer in 
Jordan can place a call anywhere 
in the world. In otherwords. the 
first line connects the caller with 
the United States, while the 
second line connects the caller 
with his desired country. 

The savings are substantial. 
Consider a ten-minute telephone 
call from Jordan to the U.S. in 
the evening: If dialed directly 
from Jordan, the call would cost 
29.50 U.S. dollars. The same call, 
however, placed through IDT 
would amount to only 13 U.S. 
dollars. 

Mr. Howard Jonas, the com- 
pany’s founder, developed the 
phone system as a result of his 
own business ventures overseas, 
in which one month of long dis- 
tance calls from Israel to America 
amounted to an estimated shock 
of 8,000 U.S. dollars, according 
to the New York Times newspap- 
er. Prior to the bill, Mr. Jonas 
had anticipated that the cost of 
the calls from his office to Israel 
to the U.S. would come to 1.000 
U.S. dollars, said the Times. 

In an effort to reduce his phone 
bill, the 36 year old entrepreneur 
immediately set up a conference 
call system; this temporary solu- 
tion paved the way for a more 
elaborate device. 

With the development of the 
necessary technology Mr. Jonas 
derided to branch out and market 
his cost saving device to overseas 
companies, many of which are 
victims of state^controlled tele- 


communications monopolies. 

"Aside from the United States 
and a couple of European coun- 
tries, most of the world's tele- 
communications systems are 
monopolies owned and control- 
led by rhe state.” he explained in 
a telephone interview with the 
Jordan Times. 

“Customers have been forced 
to pay the rates set by their local 
phone company because there 
weren't any competing com- 
"Xpanies, until now,” Mr. Jonas 
added. 

“Our business is successful par- 
ticularly in the Middle East, espe- 
cially in Jordan.” he told the 
Jordan Times. 


According to an unofficial rDT 
representative in Amman howev- 
er there are certain obstacles to 
marketing the system in Jordan. 
Cautious of running into prob- 
lems with Jordan's Telecom- 
munications Corporation, (TCC) 
the local liasion explained, "if we 
attempted to market the service 
in Jordan, there would be many 
complaints.” The Actual market- 
ing of the system, therefore, is 
done through the U.S. office. 

Subscription enquiries from com- 
panies in the Kingdom are then 
directed to the unofficial Amman 
representative. "It's up to the 
individual." said the contact in 
Jordan, “the TCC could prevent 
us from selling the system, but no 
one can stop people from using 
the service,” r.e added. 
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AMMAN IJ.T.) — Arab Police 
Day was celebrated in Jordan. 
Monday with a major ceremony 
attended by His Royal Highness 
Prince Abdullah Ibn AI Hussein. 

Held at the Palace of Culrure In 
Amman, the Prince distributed 
meritorial certificates to veteran 
and retired police officers and 
journalists covering police work. 
Prince Abdullah also distributed 
trophies to leaders of police units 
who won the annual inspection 
procedures and decorated a num- 
ber of officers with badges in 
recognition of their distinguished 
efforts. 

Brigadier Mohammad Basoul, 
the Public Security Director's 
(PSD) Inspector General out- 
lined the development of the 
security forces over the past few 
years and the PSD's modernisa- 
tion process at the administrative 
levels. 

"Arab police day does not only 
entail an annual occasion but 
rather it is an opportunity to 
emphasise the noble work of the 
police force and to project the 
responsible duties of men and 





Prince Abdullah presents Yousef 
photo journalism 


Al Allan c gift of merit for his 


women entrusted with ensuring 
security for the community.” said 
Brig. Basoul. He voiced appre- 
ciation to the PSD personnel for 
their continued efforts to ensure 
stability and security for the 
country. 

Another speaker was Brigadier 


Environment 
discussed in Aqaba 


He said that measures to safe- 
guard the environment in Jordan 
through the efforts of the RSCN 
were reviewed and commended 
by the conference Delegates in- 
cluded representatives from: Ye- 
men, Kuwait, Lebanon. Syria 
and Egypt in addition to Jordan. 

Mr. Muasher said earlier that- 
he visited Oman which has been 
in dose cooperation with Jordan 
in matters related to the protec- 
tion of the environment and tits, 
conservation of nature. 


American based telephone company 
offers cheap international calls 
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Mo ha mm ad Tarazi director of 
the PSD's public relations and 
moral guidance who said that by 
honouring the veteran police of 
Jordan, the PSD acknowledges 
their great sacrifice for rhe na- 
tion. 

Dr. Maan Abu Nowar, a re- 


tired PSD officer, delivered an 
address on behalf of the retired 
officers who noted the many 
achievements of the PSD over the 
past years. 

On the eve of the anniversary, 
PSD Director General Fadel Ali 
stressed the important role of the 
country's police force in protect- 
ing the general public. “This day 
carries a message from the police 
headquarters to each and every 
policeman and women urging 
them to double their efforts to 
uphold the values and the princi- 
ples of the nation and to ensure 
the rule of law by word and deed 
"General Ali said in a statement 
faxed to the Jordan Times. 

General Ali went on to outline 
the various function of the police 
force in Jordan, its development 
over the years, the PSD’s various 
activities and training program- 
mes and its ongoing' efforts to 
incorporate modern technology 
into the police's work. 

Following the ceremony. 
Prince Abdullah inspected an ex- 
hibition of PSD machinery and 
various equipment used in police 
work. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan was 
one of 15 Arab and foreign na- 
tions taking part in a general 
seminar held in Cairo between 
Dec. 14 and 17 in preparation for 
the international conference on 
the environment to be held in 
Paris in the coming year. 

Anis Muasher, president of the 
Royal Society for the Conserva- 
tion of Nature (RSCN) who 
attended the meeting said upon 
his return to Amman that the 
delegates discussed topics related 
to development and the environ- 
ment, protection of the environ- 
ment from pollution and the 
agenda of the Paris conference to 
be held in September next year. 
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Otfeodos Arabs call ©n 
Christians asd Muslims to 
amie to Bosma-Meraesovtoa 


By Ella Nasrallah 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


However, some Jordanian 
companies are reluctant to buy 
into the IDT system for tax pur- 
poses. As bulk patrons of the 
local telecommunications com- 
pany. Jordanian businesses enjoy 
tax breaks on overseas calls. 

But the IDT Director claims 
that the company saves money 
for clients in the Middle East. 

According to the British news- 
paper. the Independent, oil com- 
panies, chemical trading com- 
panies and Israeli hi-tech manu- 
facturers are amongst IDTs best 
customers. Firms in over 90 coun- 
tries subscribe to the service ring- 
ing up several million dollars of 
business a year. 

Although some foreign tele- . 
communications companies such 
as Spain's have threatened to sue | 
the IDT, authorities in the U.S. i 
have found no legal problems j 
with the cost-saving device. A | 
July meeting between officials I 
from the Federal Communica- \ 
tions Commission , Vice President 
Dan Quayle and Mr. Jonas in 
Washington found the IDT in- 
novation within legal bounds. 

However, due to the monthly 
charge to hook into the system, 
the good news is only for large 
corporations with overseas "busi- 
ness. Unitil a cheaper service is 
developed, individuals strapped 
by price long distance bills will 
remain victim to the state- 
controlled communications 
monopoly. 


AMMAN — Jordanian Muslims 
and Christians Monday 
announced solidarity with the 
people of Bosnia-Herzegovina 
and called for an international 
conference to promote peace and- 
co-existence in rump Yugoslavia. 

"The General Islamic Congress 
for Jerusalem and the Orthodox 
Central Cbuncil for Jordan and 
Palestine call for s general con- 
ference for peace and co- 
existence between representa- 
tives of the Orthodox and other 
Christian communities in Europe 
and the Middle East on the one 
hand and their Muslim fellow 
citizens in the same region on the 
other. This should reaffirm a 
common will to eliminate the 
causes of division and discord. 
People should live together on 
terms of mutual' 'acceptance and 
respect,” said a joint statement 
issued at a press conference held 
in Amman. ' 

Former minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs and President of 
tbe executive council for the 
General Islamic Congress for 
Jerusalem who addressed the 
press condemned the atrocities 
being commirteed by the Serbs 
against other communities in the 
former Yugoslavian republics. 

“We support the initiative of the 
Orthodox Central Council for a 
general conference to discuss the 
situation and *ve consider this 
initiative timely to demonstrate 
our condemnation of the barbaric 
action committed by the Serbs.” 
said Mr. Sharif. 


Religions, particularly Islam 
and Christianry. call for peace, 
love and peaceful co-existence 
and not factional strife in the 
name of religion,” said Mr. Shar- 
if. He voiced the Muslim com- 
munity's total support for the 
Christian community in Jordan in 
launching international efforts in 
support of peace in Yugoslavia. 

The General Islamic Congress 
for Jerusalem which represents 
Muslim organisations in the Isla- 
mic world, was created four de- 
cades ago in the city of Jeru- 
salem. 


Also addressing the conference 
which was held at the Orthodox 
Club was Dr. Raouf Abu Jaber, 
president of the Orthodox Cen- 
tral Council for Jordan and Pales- 
tine. He noted that the Christian 
and Muslim communities have 
lived for centuries in peaceful 
cp-existence and fraternity in the 
-Arab world, and he said Yugosla- 
via should copy tbe Jordanian 
experiment. Dr. Abu Jaber said: 
Both communities have shared 
the bitter experience of displace- 
ment and exile and are partners 
in the struggle of the Arab people 
of Palestine and Jordan to defend 
the holy places and patrimony.” 

"The Orthodox community ex- 
presses deep concern at the situa- 
tion in Bosnia-Herzegovina and 
condemns the concept and prac- 
tice of ethnic fighting.” he said. 


Later, Dr. Abu Jaber told the 
Jordan Times that the two sides 
were holding immediate contacts 
to set up a joint delegation that 
would prepare the ground for the 
proposed conference. 
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Appeal wins right 


1 vTfH THE incorporation of the right of appeal to 
t le highest court of the land in the new draft law 
tn the State Security Court system, the new 
legislation was obvioosly poised for early adoption 
fcy the Lower House of Parliament. This much the 
1 louse did Sunday when it approved the draft law 
fi amended. 

The thorny issue about the right to appeal State 
Security Court decisions had aborted all earlier 
e Torts to speed up the adoption of the new law 
Bid kept in force the old law on state security 
emits. 

When Parliament members Laith Shbeilat and 
Tacoub Qarrash were arrested on charges of 
conspiring against state security and then prose- 
c Jted on the basis of the old law, many local and 
fe temational jurists and ti nman rights activists 
smnded the alarm that any trial under the 
s ladow of the old law that precluded the right of 
a jpeal would remain suspect in world eyes. The 
g meral amnesty proclaimed by His Majesty King 
I ussein effectively put an end to the legal 
» 'uabble that ensued from the trial of the two 
p irliamentarians and set the stage for the adop- 
tion of the new law that contained the right of 
appeal — the missing link in the old law. 

Since the file on the law governing the establish- 
n ent and functioning of state security courts is 
. n )w wide open, it would be prudent to raise other 
fe sues related to this law. Of particular Interest in 
•tl is case is when such courts can be invoked and 
tl e kind of circumstances that would warrant 
tl sir activation. To simply legislate the existence 
a: state security courts on a permanent basis 
a 3uld defeat the very reason behind the creation 
e such courts that are geared to handle emergen- 
r ■ and unusual circumstances and situations. It 
last be borne in mind that emergency court 
9> stems can be applied only in emergency situa- 
tf ;ns threatening the security and stability of the 
« untry. What threatens state security and stabil- 
it f must be conservatively construed. Otherwise, 
tl ere could be opportunities for abuse and arbit- 
r: ry application of the new law. 

• Fortunately, the judges who will sit on the, 
benches of the state security courts will be both 
td/ilian and military. This is a remarkable im- 
provement on the existing law that may assign 
only military judges. But on balance the govern- 
& ent would be better advised if it appoints civilian 


Jirdges in matters that do not touch upon military 
is ;ues, since it is the prerogative of the prime 


b;ues, since it is the prerogative of the prime 
minister to name the judges for any given state 
security trials. 



4 JIAB1C PRESS COMMENTARIES 




TI -:E PALESTINIANS possess no oil wealth and therefore the 
so- jailed new world order can only offer them lip service, which 
do zs not serve any purpose, said A1 Ra’i Arabic daily Monday. 
Tl : Palestinians do not constitute a political or economic 
in' estment for the United Sttates and therefore they do not win 
. an ■■ favour in Washington although their cause has been sup- 
pfi -ted for so long by the United Nations and its Security Council 
rejiutions, the paper said. Despite the world community's 
solidarity with the Palestinians and their sympathy over the 
dh Ilians who fell under Israeli bullets, the United States can find 
no reason for spearheading efforts to help them regain their 
tox.fal rights in their homeland, the paper continued. It said that 
as the Palestinian deportees freeze in no man's land, the world 
corununity only looks on without ending their plight or forcing 
tiht Israeli enemy to rescind the unjust order for expulsion. For 
tfe past four decades, the Palestinian rights have been usurped 
an 1 the Palestinian citizens have been evicted from their homes 
' an 1 thrown on to the Arab countries by the Israeli forces, added 
Nk daily. It said that the Israelis, who are massing settlers in Arab 
hr ds, want to have an empty homeland for the immigrants and 
tea it lo deny the Palestinians the right to form a state. And for 
tiri ; reason, Zionist terrorism continues. The paper said that the 
Pa sstinians, like the Iraqis, are adamant in their struggle to retain 
tbeir rights and are resolved to die, need be, defending their 
bo nes and lands. But, it said, the so-called new world order is not 
do ng anything at all to bring justice to the Palestinians and the 
world and to help establish security in this region. 


9AWT AL SHAAB daily tackled the latest Israeli massacre 
an.unitted against the Palestinian people in Gaza which saw the 
*ks.th and injury of scores of innocent civilians. The paper said 
Am instead of responding favourably to the U.N. Security 
Co anal resolution demanding repatriating the over 400 depor- 
tees, the Israelis chose to direct their weapons towards the 
defenceless civilians and kill as many of them as possible. The 
Rri ig on the Palestinians in Gaza shows the world Israel's' 
de; jrmination to disregard the world community’s resolutions and 
its -esolve to liquidate the Palestinian problem. Security Council 
Re.olution 799 is totally ignored by Israel which continues to 
ufoiate the Geneva conventions and 1 the basic human rights of the 
Kil stinian people under its rule, said the daily. The paper said 
Aa: the crime of deportation stands out as the best proof of 
br .el’s atrocities and criminal actions against the oppressed 
pe< pie of Palestine. This, it said, calls for immediate international 
mt< Tvention to put an end to these atrocities and end the plight of 
the Palestinian people. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G . Khonr 


ood cheese and sensible nations 


I HAVE bad the good fortune in the last several weeks to visit 
Yemen and Djibouti, for a particularly interesting vantage point 
on the events in Somalia and the rest of the Horn of Africa. The 
story in Somalia is important in itself, but the more fascinating 
tale being played out throughout the Horn of Africa and along the 
shores of the Red Sea is very similar lo the one we are witnessing 
in Jordan and most other pans of the Arab World. If you thought 
that Djibouti and Yemen were far away, exotic places, then 
perhaps you should think again; they are very close to home, in 
terms Of national challenges and aspirations. 

The characters, cultures and historical and geographical cir- 
cumstances are different in Jordan, Yemen and Djibouti, but the 
fundamental national dynamics in these three very different 
countries are virtually identical: an indigenous people's quest for 
a viable political culture and sustainable socio-economic develop- 
ment, in the challenging context of post-colonial distress, an 
unstable and often violent regional order, continuous demog- 
raphic upheaval, major economic constraints, a radically changed 
global geopolitical arrangement and efforts to build more 
participatory and accountable domestic political systems. 

The parallels among the national conditions of Jordan, Djibouti 
and Yemen, in contrast to their very different socio-economic 
demographic configurations, strengthen my conviction that the 
entire Arab World is passing through a historic phase of national 
transformation — a transformation by which the people of this 
region are trying desperately to overcome their common stresses 
and distortions, in favour of building a new. more sensible and 
more durable Arab order. 

It is hard to find three countries more different than Yemen, 
Jordan and Djibouti. Yemen is largely rural (SO per cent of the 
people live in 60,000 villages scattered amongst mountains, 
valleys and desert plains), about 60 per cent illiterate and tribal, 
with a population of over 12 million people and severe problems 
of unemployment, housing, water and foreign exchange reserves. 
Jordan is a modest-size country of 3.8 million people, largely 
urban, highly educated (over 80 per cent literacy), with relatively 
manageable economic and demographic pressures. 

Djibouti is a city state of about half a million people, most of 
whom live in the capital of Djibouti-Ville, depending for survival 
on France's foreign aid and military presence, and suffering high 
rates of illiteracy, poverty, disease and unemployment. 

The Djiboutian people are the first to admit that theirs is a 
totally artificial state, created as an independent country in 1977 
from the legacy of about 130 years of French colonial control. 
They are a poor version of Singapore, a small, strategically-- 
located synthesis of four different ethnic and linguistic groups 
forged in the heat of late 19th century colonialism — a world that 
no longer exists — and tiying to adjust to the strange new realities 
of the late 20th century’s unipolar world. 

Their independence coincided with the start of the Ogaden 
Desert War between neighbouring Somalia and Ethiopia, which 
resulted in the outflow of over half a million Somali refugees, of 
whom some 100,000 remain in Djibouti today and some 400.000 
in Ethiopia. 

Ever since, Djibouti has suffered one catastrophe after 
another, including continuous waves of refugees from the fighting 
in Somalia and the change of government in Ethiopia fast year, as 
well as from drought in both countries. Roods and the recent 
internal conflict within Djibouti between the two main tribal 
groups, the Afars and the Issas, have also displaced tens of 
thousands of people. 

Consequently, Djibouti today strains under the pressures of 
massive demographic dislocation that has seen the capital nearly 
double in size in the last decade. Much of the city comprises very 
poor quarters where. the average per capita income is around 


$400. Yet, the Djiboutians are engaged in a serious attempt to 
develop a pluralistic political system that can have a better chance 
of long-term survival than the one-party system that has domin- 
ated domestic life since independence. 

The domestic contest for power-sharing among the Afars and 
the Issas belies a deeper quest for viable nationhood based on 
national consensus and individual self-respect, rather than on the 
past's legacy of colonial imperative, foreign dependence or 
autocratic domestic controls. The immediate pressures on 
Djibouti reflect the burden of domestic and regional refugees and 
the constraints of the government's budget deficit; but these in 
turn simply mirror the fundamental post-colonial stress that 
defines most of the Arab World. 

It is no accident that the three most stressful and ravaged 
countries in the Arab World in the last decade — Lebanon. 
Somalia and Algeria — were all colonised, controlled or created 
by France (a country I love dearly on its own territory, but not as 
a colonial power). The next Arab countries to suffer most — Iraq 
and Kuwait — were artificial British creations.... But that's 
another tale, for another day). It is no coincidence, therefore, 
that most of the Horn of- Africa is in the midst of deep 
restructuring, with Somalia, Ethiopia and Djibouti all experienc- 
ing significant demographic shifts, more democratic internal 
political rearrangements, or the break-up of old states and the 
birth of new ones (Somaliland in northern Somalia and Eritrea in 
northeastern Ethiopia). 


Knfdrstan.-but that’s another tale, for anotW< ah 

sort of structural political change tow making ; 
Jordan, Yemen, Djibouti and other Arab s tates d oes not * 
smoothly. Tt elicits reactionary tendencies from audeof 
types which prefer the old ways, the toed oMnwn^ 
have-beens and historical anachronisms who were ahw 
comfortable wielding the whimsical fevers of autochatic.ti 
making than submitting to the consent and accountability , 
own people. We see in Yemen and Jordan todays as *e; 
more dramatic way in Moscow in August 1991, attempt* - 
worried old men of yesterday to turn back i he dock,- to r * 
the ways of the past and to find a nice, warm, deep piebb' 
into which they can stick ineir heads. ■ 


But these forays into the false comforts pf ahdent autt. 
wfll not work. They will not fool the people of Jordan jan- 


Is it any surprise chat the three most significant mflitaiy 
interventions by American-French-British forces in the Middle 


East in the last Quarter century should have been, respectively, in 
Lebanon, Iraq/Kuwait, and Somalia? Is this just strange coinci- 


dence, or inevitable historical revenge? Whatever it is, it is also 
part of the broader contemporary Arab phenomenon of countries 
struggling to get on their feet without die artificial crutches of the 
cold war and its aid-and-guns-based superpower rivalries. 

Yemen and Jordan are passing through similar but less drastic 
changes. Both countries must deal with population growth that 
outstrips natural resources, while their economies have not yet 
developed compensatory life support systems. The legacy of 
political and economic power almost totally centralised in the 
hands of the government has seen both countries enter the 1990s 
deeply hobbled by distortions and dependencies that could not be 
sustained. The central governments of Jordan and Yemen lack 
the funds and the human capabilities required to remain the main 
source of jobs, income, food, shelter, social services and security. 

So, we had our small bout of price-rise-instigated street 
demonstrations in April 1989 and the Yemenis had their larger 
scale riots last week. Economic distortions, however, are only the 
surface manifestation of deeper political imbalances in bow power 
is wielded and exercised, and how decisions are made. The 
important historical changes in Jordan and Yemen relate precisely 


to this shift in the centre of gravity of the power structure, slightly 
away from the central government: and slightly more towards the 


away from the central government; and slightly more towards the 
people and their institutions. 

It is to the deep credit of the Jordanian and Yemeni people and 
leadership that both should push ahead with their political 
transformations in the face of regional turbulence, domestic 
demographic and economic pressures, and the ugly contempt of 
powerful, scared neighbours and world powers farther away who 
fear this brand of Arab democratisation. Yemen is also burdened 
by the additional weight of unifying a country torn asunder by 
colonial division (is it any coincidence that the French established 
Djibouti largely to counteract British influence in nearby Aden? 
Or is it., .oh. never mind, if we get into this colonial gazetteer we’U 
have a hard time getting out — sort of like the western troops in 
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than they wfll fool the people of Yemen or D^JoutL, 
privileged purveyors of imperial fantasies may try to reasse 
old advantages. Some particularly scared , and uridk 
frenzied people wfll appeal to narrow tribal and geo ; 
identities, hoping to cut themselves off from the restofthe - 
and find comfort in isolation and foreign depeqder^es.S . 
scurrying for safety. in a haBucmatory hall of nurrws i-. 
work any better today for Gulf sheikhdoms, Nilotic ^ - 
Leventine principalities than it did for King JTerod, theiqj 
Palmyra or the crusader king of Jerusalem in andcant * - 

The transformation of Arab societies into thqjre-.'tif 
entities that are viable and durable because they , tape. . 
wishes and rights of their people is a process and a force tl 
prove much stronger than the foam and selfishness -of a. 
intellectually colomsed-Xrab minority that spends morel 
European and North American capitals than 
provincial dries. It took Western Europe around dne. tfc 
years to make this transformation (from die Roman Empty 
Magna Carta) and another half a millenniumto institute 
the rights of individuals within a republican form of gpver 
(from the Magna Carta to the French and Araeriran revohr 
So we should not be in a burry to finish oar task mhasteS' 
nations, like fine wines and cheeses, take time tomanj; 
stabilise. 

We should not assess developments in the Middle East# 
the convoluted spectacles of the American and Bntish tia 
media that dominate the world. They wfll try 1 tp^pedi^ 
Somalia as a humanitarian intervention, along with otherT 
defective intellectual merchandise that sells well in liti&p 
dams and peculiar little Levantine principalities.' ;Wef ' 
respond that humanitarian aid to Somalia is a good deed;"? 
support it, but we should insist that the real criterion of sot 
our eyes is not only to feed individuals, but to fofbi j 
sensible, and durable nations. 

That — nation-building on the basis of authentic, hkKj- 
identity — is the real drama of the Arab World today. Toon 
to guarantee that international forces will have to come ly 
again and again in decades to come, to fight battles that tea' ' 
won, in a landscape that cannot be tamed, because 
political and national configurations, inherited from tbepr 
century, make little sense in their present forms. In this cL 
for Jordanians, Palestinians. Syrians, Lebanese and. ail 
Arabs and interested international observers, Yemen 
Djibouti become more relevant lands, a bit closer to home 
dearer to our hearts. , , 
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lent Slovakia faces difficult future 


By Roland iVinz 

The Associated Press 


BRATISLAVA, Czechoslova- 
kia — After centuries of Hunga- 
rian domination and decades in 
the Czech shadow, Slovakia be- 
comes independent Jan. 1. But its 
future looks precarious. 

Many Slovaks never wanted 


their rural state of 5 million to 
split from the richer Czech lands. 

Intellectuals and business ex- 
ecutives doubt there is enough 
money to keep central Europe’s 
newest mini state afloat. Even if 
there were, they say Premier 
Vladimir Meriar has no idea how 
to go about it. 

“There are two possibilities: 


either the country as a whole will 
plunge into quagmire or the gov- 
ernment will collapse,” said eco- 
nomist Ludovit Kanik, an adviser 
to the former coalition govern- 
ment led by Christian Democrats, 
which was ousted! by Mr. Meciar. 

Mr. Meciar campaigned for 
■Slovak sovereignty and won June 
elections. 


Slovak yearnings for a stronger 
identity after centuries of Hunga- 
rian rule and what many feel was 
a second class role in union with 
the Czechs since 1918 dashed 
with Czech pride personified- by 
that republic’s tough-talking pre- 
mier, Vaclav Klaus. 

Mr. Meciar's critics charge that 
Mr. Klaus insisted on splitting 


after Mr. Meciar pushed too hard 
for sovereignty. 

They say Mr. Meciar was 
caught off guard and Slovakia 
could pay dearly, 

Ludovit Cemak, the economics, 
minister, disagrees. 

“It do not see the perspectives 
for the independent Slovak Re- 
public and economy in dark col- 


ours,” be said. 

Slovakia, with its s 
Tatra Mountains, could 
tourism and might also 
middleman, betwttff 
West. It borders 
north and foipovdrisHi 
to the east; -while B 
just across theDanube 
Austria. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING. AIR FREK3H1 
FORWARDING. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


CROWN 

INT’L EST. 
Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air, Sea and Land 
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Aopms all over Itw wcnW 

Tel: 664090 
Fax: 690852 
.O.Box 926487 Am 


* Kais Dryclean, 1 Hr. Service 

# Shoes repair * Engraving 

☆ Keys Service 

☆ Upholslry. curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches af YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
828163 


Y -/S.y 


Ur 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 

7.30 -11.30 pm , 

After the Philadelphia Hotel \ 
towards 3rd circle 




Tel: 659519 659520 
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-- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 


For further details, 
please call: 


Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810509 
Fax: 810520 



RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Bsrbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

k 6:30 - Midnight > 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman. near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

TtinawqrbmlliHc 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 



Car-Rental 

Pick up-delivery 


8:00 - 24 : 



074111 

Plaza 
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Every great city in the world has its China 
Town and Amman- flow has its own. 


Where you can enjoy, ihe most exquisite 
Chinese dished for fuhch .and dinner. 


ii Jordan Times ii 


Cf\\m 

Town 

J^es/cuuxtnf 


Banquet an# take-away service 

All chefs from Peking, China 


Q^ria-JTo^n' 

at the . Amn^’Praza Hotel 
Tel. 674295 or 674111 - ext. 6338 
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Government complies I Tunis meetings could be turning point 


(Continued from page 1) 

,vork out a system for controlling 
die finances of the semi-official 
jeparrments and will propose a 

-r . way for the maintenance of 
? ’ . government-owned vehicles, he 
r.-’J said. 

* ' ■ V. Sharif Zeid said he had also 

* ;■ instructed departments to avoid 

making any changes to projects 
'f[ "-."that would entail additional 
-^financial burden for the Treasury 
except with prior approval from 

- ■ the Prime Ministry. 

y. ? He said the government had 
: ' .1 instructed the Civil Service Com- 
" "■nission to follow up and super- 
: - . ^ise administrative reform and to 
■-.'I ; ';- 5 nsurc modernisation of the proc- 
l-C'-'-. -dares in government depart- 

- « ; 'I nents. 

. * '• - The prime minister said he had 
- requested government depart- 
-.nents to intensify their efforts 
rimed at ensuring quick 3nd effi- 
r sent service. 

. A series of measures have been 
\ r nken to ensure development of 

: -'.i Hr jub& administration, he said. 
"~ : 'r .lliese included the creation of 
ipeciaGsed units to cany out 
faring and reform? in alt minis- 
jies and departments, he added. 

: : Z : AD departments have prepared 
: ~vorking plans to simplify proce- 

- Tv? hires and routine and some of 

hese departments have already 
: I ‘ '.jiiblicisecf their simplified proce- 
• ? ; tares while others’ turn will come 

; oon, he said. 

- _ _ Hie said the working plans of 20 

• iepartments with direct contact 
’ ‘ dth the public had been chosen 

or intensive debate before they 
«re put into force. 

Sham Zeid said the Audit 
. tnreau had completed a compre- 
■ ensive study for developing its 
■ wn regulations with a view to 
1 - iiproving performance. 

.. The prime minister said that he 
ad instructed the Audit Bureau 
.. j jndude in its annual report to 
ie House all views and remarks 
[Hicermng violations by govem- 
ient departments pertaining to 
jvenues and expenditure. He 
' ud that the Audit Bureau's re- 
wt would be considered as an 
miBai reference document. 
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Israel’:, cooperation, the radic- 
als will win wider support on 
the streets," said an Amman- 
based Palestinian activist, who 
is himself a deportee from the 
occupied territories. 

"But the Israelis are playing 
hardball with the Palestinians 
and things could get out of 
hand. Then the Israelis are 
going to wish they had talked 
to the PLO. but it will be too 
late; Hamas and other more 
radical groups will have the 
reigns of power," said the 
activist, 3 member of the 
PFLP. 

Many Palestinian activists 
believe that the Rabin govern- 
ment is well aware that Hamas 
could well take.over the PLO if 
Israel continues to insist that it 
will not withdraw from the 
occupied territories. 

"Interim autonomy is still 
what the Israelis have in 
mind." said a member of the 
Palestine National Council 
(PNC). "This means security 
zones, settler zones and some 
Arab zones. In other words 
they don’t want to be serious. 
In fact they are giving those 
who oppose the talks ammuni- 
tion/' he said. "When you give 
people ammunition it means 
you want them to fight. Maybe 
allowing for greater unrest is 
part of the long-term Israeli 
plan. They can detain and ex- 
pel and do whatever they want 
under the guise of protecting 
themselves from ‘Arab terror- 
ists.’" 

Such plans, Palestinian 
observers in Jordan believe, 
will serve a dual purpose. 
“They will ‘ethnically cleanse’ 
the occupied territories of 
Palestinians and claim that re- 
taliatory Palestinian action 
proves that they don’t want to 
talk peace." said a Tunis-based 
member of the PLO Executive 
Committee. 

Like the struggle between 
Israelis and Palestinians the 
struggle for representational 
power between Hamas and the 


LIFE’S PRECIOUS GIFTS 


PLO has been highlighted by 
the events of the last two 
weeks. 

Palestinian activists across 
the political spectrum see a 
larger role for Hamas in the 
Palestinian political arena for 
some lime to come. Such a role 
for the once-marginai group 
will eventually translate into a 
substantia) number of seats in 
the PNC. 

While Mr. Arafat has persis- 
tently opposed the inclusion of 
"large" numbers of Hamas 
members in the PNC, his pre- 
rogative to make such deci- 
sions may be diminishing as 
Hamas's popularity increases. 

At present Hamas has no 
seats in the PNC. This is partly 
by choice and partly because 
Mr. Arafat has said he will 
decide the number of scats 
they receive. 

Last year, when Hamas 
leaders met with Mr. Arafat in 
Khartoum, the PLO chairman 
offered the organisation 1 8 
seats in the 450-mcmber coun- 
cil. 

Hamas was asking for 40 per 
cent and the meeting failed to 
produce a compromise 
although both sides said the 
numbers mentioned were 
negotiable. 

“The lack of progress in the 
peace talks has resulted in a 
feeling that the struggle goes 
on — The military struggle is 
being led by Hamas right now 
and so it have the chance to get 
popular support.” said a Fateh 
official in Amman this week. 

Palestinian observers believe 
that the massive expulsion of 
Palestinians last week promp- 
ted Mr. Arafat to call for a 
meeting with Hamas. 

PLO officials in Tunis play- 
ed down the numerous Hamas 
statements indicating it wanted 
to meet with Mr. Arafat. 

Many are wary of the kind of 
power the organisation could 
wield once they join or merge 
under the PLO umbrella. 

"The people in Tunis, in- 
cluding Arafat, are trying to 


avoid bringing Hamas into the 
PLO/PNC fold," said a Fateh 
insider who is critical of the 
policies of the "kitchen 
cabinet.” 

Hamas, which has unofficial- 
ly existed since the early 1980s. 
was once supported, in princi- 
ple. by the Israelis who hoped 
it would wear away the influ- 
ence of the PLO in the occu- 
pied territories. But after the 
group officially announced its 
formation in 1988, Israel came 
lo realise that Hamas’ tactics 
were as deadly as that of the 
PLO. 

Hamas's religious image was 
initially met with disdain by 
many politicised Palestinians 
who mostly backed secular 
groups in the past. 

But when Hamas aligned it- 
self with the two popular 
Palestinian parties — the PFLP 
and DFLP — its public image 
began to change. 

Much of the Palestinian pub- 
lic is critical of the peace pro- 
cess not only because there has 
been no result but also because 
the terms of the talks are not 
considered sufficient to meet 
their demands of statehood, a 
concept which both Israel and 
the U.S. reject in principle. 

But Hamas and the leftist 
PFLP, which in popularity is 
second only to Fateh in secular 
Palestinian circles, oppose the 
concept of a two-state solution. 
Their official agendas state 
that they prefer one state in- 
stead of two. Hamas wants the 
state to be Islamic while the 
PFLP wants a secular state. 

Despite the official rhetoric, 
both groups are known for 
their willingness to comprom- 
ise if they are offered substan- 
tial returns. Both groups pri- 
vately say that they would be 
willing to help ran a state in the 
West Bank and Gaza and East 
Jerusalem. 

‘To give us even less than 
the territories occupied in 1967 
and to refuse the right of re- 
turn of the refugees to rhe 1948 
areas is not acceptable," said a 
top Hamas official in Amman, 
Mohammad Nazzal. “Interna- 
tional l3w is our bottom line, if 
Israel does not agree to that, 
then tough luck to peace." 
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Husseini calls for Israeli-PLO talks 


(Continued from page 1) 

around the Palestinians and fired 
machincguns over their heads. 

Amjad Zamel. 20. was hit in 
the jaw by shrapnel and taken to 
a Lebanese hospital. Another 
Palestinian was hit in the hand in 
a second round of shooting. 
Clashes erupted in ’Ain Beit 
Elma refugee camp near the West 
Bank city of Nablus, Mr. Zamel’s 
home, when the news spread. 

Elsewhere on the third con- 
secutive day of protests in the 
occupied territories, residents 
said Israeli troops shot dead an 
11 -year-old boy in Khan Younis 
in the Gaza Strip. 

Ayman Abu Amer, nephew of 
expelled Mamoun Abu Amer. 
was the ninth Palestinian killed* 
The Marj A1 Zohour con- 
frontation started at 11 a.m. 
(0900 GMT), one hour after the 
Palestinians evacuated their 
newly-erected tent city on orders 
from the Lebanese army and 
headed towards the “security 
zone." 


(Continued from page 1) 


draft agenda for their negotia- 
tions on interim Palestinian self- 
rule in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

"We found that it is something 
to legitimise occupation, some- 
thing cutting to pieces the whole 
area of the occupied territories 
and to create a situation which 
will block any possibility of a 
Palestinian state. This way of 
thinking really is the problem," 
he said. 

In the Tunis meetings, PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat received 
support from Palestinian leaders 
for his efforts to patch differences 
with rival Muslim fundamental- 
ists, but hardliners still insisted on 
withdrawing from the peace 
talks. 

Mr. Husseini welcomed the 
overture of inviting the Islamic 
Resistance Movement, Hamas, 
to meetings in Tunis as "a neces- 
sary step to develop inter Palesti- 
nian relations." 


"Hamas is an important ele- 
ment in the national unity, and 
we are all fighting the same battle 
against our ruthless enemy." Mr. 
Husseini said. 

In Damascus. 10 Palestinian 
groups opposed to the peace talks 
issued a statement showing suspi- 
cions about Mr. Arafat's motives. 

The Damascus coalition, which 
includes Hamas, said the invita- 
tion "was allegedly made to dis- 
cuss the expulsion issue, but the 
real aim was to discuss the peace 
process and dismember the 
alliance of the 10 groups as a 
force opposed to Zionist Amer- 
ican settlement plans.” 

A leader of the Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP), the second-largest PLO 
faction and one of the 10 hardline 
groups, said the PFLP will press 
the Palestinian leaders to order 
the withdrawal of the Palestinian 
team from the peace talks. 


Abdul Rahim Majouh, a mem- 
ber of the political bureau of the 
PFLP. said it was futile to con- 
tinue the talks because Israel has 
shown no sign of compromise. 

"No Palestinian leader can jus- 
tify now the continuation of the 
talks because the outcome has so 
far been destructive, especially in 
regard to the situation in the 
occupied territories." he said. 

He also welcomed the parti- 
cipation of Hamas in the gather- 
ing of Palestinian leaders and 
expressed hope it would "play a 
positive role in the decision- 
making process." 

Another of the 10, the Demo- 
cratic Front for the Liberation of . 
Palestine, is boycotting the meet- * 
ings. demanding the withdrawal 
of the Palestinians. 

Previous attempts to reconcile 
Hamas with Arafat's mainstream 
Fateh faction have failed. The 
two groups have engaged at times 
in bloody confrontations in 
efforts to win support among 
Palestinians in the occupied terri- 
tories. 
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^ * Suitable few watching television 

§ * Clip- on style for eyeglass wearers 

also available 

Stop the invisible 

Computer- designed optics from PROVIEW. 
Provides 99.99% Protection 
against all ultra- violet, electromagnetic radia- 
tion. • •• V/ : ' ’ - ' ■■■-%" 

Greatly reduces eyestrain and related drowsiness, 
and sports a fightweght,_practical design - M of 
which helps to improve your efficiency "at wojfljs; 
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^ Why do PROVIEW AMBER 
• OPTICS make you SEE MORE & 
SEE CLEARER, SHARPER & 
MORE DISTINCTLY ? 


THE UITIMATE NIGHT DRIVING 
SOLUTION ? 

Even for the best of drivers, driving at night can 
be a real problem- especially in bad weather 
conditions . But just imagine what it would be like 
to drive at night just as easily as you during the 
day. Slip on a pair of these innovative new 
glasses, and you’ll notice an unbelieve change in 
your night vision. The scientifically designed 
PRO VIEW lenses used in these glasses have 
the amazing ability to completely cut out all 
traces of harsh, blinding glare caused by such 
potential hazards as oncoming headlighis road 
lamps electrical signs, rain slick pavements, and 
snow banks- all the things that normally make 
driving at night misersble and dangerous! 
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NON-STOP 
TO THE 
GULF, 

4 TIMES 
A WEEK. 


Gulf Air offers non-stop afternoon flights 
from Amman to Bahrain every Monday and 
Friday, to Abu Dhabi even’ Thursday, and to 
Doha every Sunday. Within the Gulf we have 
more regional connections than any other airline. 


Whether you choose to fly first, business 
or economy, you'll travel in comfort and style, 
enjoying our traditional hospitality. 

It's all part of the experience of flying. 
Gulf Air style. 
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It's AH Happening In December 
At The Amman Plaza Hotel 

Celebrate Christmas In Style 
This ‘Year -The (PCaza'Way 
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Christmas goodies Safes Counter/ 
Santas grotto 

open from Thursday 10th ‘Dec. 

Pick your favourite Christmas fare 
and select from a wide variety of cakes. 

Yule logs, mince pies, ginger bread men. assorted 
cookies and chocolate delights. Bring the 
children and visit Santa at the same 
time every day between 4:00 pm - 6:00 pm. 

Order your home - made Christmas 
turkey and we will deliver it to you ready 
to serve. 


Christmas Eve Dinner 

Wednesday 24th. Dec. 
Jazz up your Christmas Eve 
and join us at the 
Andalusia Restaurant 
for gourmet dinner, 
romantic atmosphere. 

- exclusive service, and 
jaunty jazz by Jazz Matazz 

Price: JD 18++ 


For reservations and enquiries, please call 
6741 1 1 and ask for the box office. 


Children 's Christmas Party 
Tuesday 22nd Dec. 
4:00pm. To 6:00pm. 

For the first time in Amman 
children can enjoy their own 
special Christmas party 
at the ballroom. 

The program features: 

The muppet show, 
presents for every child, 
fantastic games, super Snacks 
and lots more! 

Ticket price: JD 6++ 
Accompanying adults 
complimentary. 

Christmas Day Lunch 

Jriday lSth Dec. 

At the Coffee Shop. 

A sumptuous buffet 
lunch for the whole family. 
Children can enjoy Santa's 
visit and presents. 

Price: JD 12 ++ adults 
JD 6++ children 
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Barcelona lose lead; Deportivo back on top 


MADRID (R) — Hristo Stoich- 
kov and Ronald Koeman were 
sent off as Barcelona lost their 
lead in the Spanish Cham- 
pionship Sunday. 

Nine-man Barcelona were held 
3-3 by unfancied Rayo VaUecano, 
who collected eight of the 13 
booking? in the bitter battle. 

Bulgarian forward Stoichkov, 
voted second this weekend be* 
hind Miaroc Van Basten in the 
European Footballer of the Year 
Awards, departed just seven mi- 
nutes into the game for a second 
yellow card offence. 

Moments after receiving his 
first caution for protesting to the 
referee he was involved in 
another dispute ove a free-kick. 

Dutch defender Koeman was 
dismissed in the 70th minute for 
deliberate handball when Au- 
strian Anton Folster seemed cer- 
tain to score. 

It failed to deter Polster. The 
Austrian calmly drove home the 
ensuing penalty to complete his 
hat-trick and add to his golas in 
the second and 20th minutes. 

Koeman had begun Barcelo- 
na's resurgents in the 40th mi- 


nute after they were two goals 
down by scoring from the penalty 
spot. 

Although they again fell two 
behind after raster's penalty, 
Barcelona dug deep into their 
reserves and hit back through 
some superb creative play by 
Danish striker Michael Laudrup. 


After a deceptively weaving 
n throueh the centre bv Laud- 


run through the centre by Laud- 
nip, Jose Bakero volleyed a 20- 
metre left-foot shot into the net 
and five minutes later Julio Sali- 
nas levelled. 

It was a courageous response 
by the depleted Barcelona team 
but they still surrendered the 
league lead to Deportivo Coruna, 
who surprised Real Zaragoza 
with a 2-0 away win, their first 
victory there in 40 years. 

Stinker Claudio Barragan 
scored the first after seven mi- 
nutes and Brazilian Jose Bebeto 
the second from a 22nd minute 
penalty. 

Atletico Madrid slid to a dis- 
astrous 1-0 home defeat to 
bottom-placed Logrones, only 

their second victory of the season 
and their first away. 
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MINISTRY III- FI Bl.lt WORKS & HOI 'SIM. 



i.mfcRNMKVT TENUKR.N IHRhCIORATt. 


Ministry of Public Works & Housing 
Government Tenders Directorate 
General Tenders Announcement 
Invitation 

To Tender No. (175/92) 

International firms, specialised in telecommunication, who 
are interested in participating in this tender are requested 
to contact the Government Tenders Directorate at Ministry 
of Public Works & Housing Amman, Jordan to receive 
tender documents starting from 19/12/1992 and in 
accordance with the following terms: 

1- Scope of work: 

The Telecommunication Corporation of Jordan is going 
to expand and improve telephone services to the rural 
areas in Ma’an Govemorate and Madaba area using 
radio rural systems. 

Two different systems two different capacities are 
required. A system with minimum capacity of 1250 
subscriber shall be installed at Ma'an Govemorate to 
offer direct telephone services to the subscribers in 39 
villages and clusters distributed as shown in fig. 2 in 
volume 2 of this tender document. The expected traffic 
is . 0,04 Erfange per subscriber. In Ma'an, both the 
exbhange and radio station are in the same site. 
Tfie ’second system shall have : a minimum capacity of 
250 lines to be instated at Madaba city, 200 out of ‘it 
shall he used to improve and increase the junction 
circuit between Madaba existing exchange and the 
manual board serving the rural area south to Madaba, 
the expected traffic is 0.4 Erlange. The other 50 lines 
Shall be used for direct subscribers, the estimated 
"teaffic is 0.04 Erfange. 

ljie system shall be used to replace the existing 
junction cables. More than 30 villages shall be served 
Hy this system distributed as shown in fig. 3 in volume 
Z In Madaba the radio station is 850 m^tre far from the 
exchange location. 

The geographical location of these areas are shown on 
tfie Jordan map attached to volume 2 of this tender 
documents. 

2. Each tender price is JD(300) non-refundable. 

3. L&st date for purchase of tender documents on March 
11th, 1993. 

4. Offers shall be submitted to the Government Directo- 
rate before 13:30 local time on Saturday 20th of March, 
1093. 

* Chairman, General Tenders Committee 

* Government Tenders Directorate 

\ Eng. Basheer Al-Jaghbeer 


GOREN BRIDGE 


J WITH OMAR SHARIF 
2 & TANNAH H1RSCH 

iS 19» T,^r* imi Swveos 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l— As South, vulnerable, you 
holdri 

*6 T'A<J8 : AKJ63 *KQ109 
Tbe Tji'jJhiE has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 v “■ Pass 1 * Pass 

2 + ^ Pass 2 * Pass 


What action do you take? 

A. — North's action is not forward- 
soin^-and the hand is a potential 
misfit. However, North might have 
as much as 9-10 points, so you 
shouldn’t rule out game possibili- 
ties. 'fhe only invitational bid avail- 


able two no (rump, and we would 
bid it; 


Q.2-t-As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: T 

♦KjfO TAJ652 .'Q843 * 9 
Tbe bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

I + & Pass 1 'V Pass 

1 ♦ Pass ? 

Whatido you bid now? 

A. — Iflo, this is not the hand where 
you raise partner's second r - : t with 
three rood trumps. There’s .ill rhe 
paasilSLity partner has three-card 
heart support. Bid the fourth suit, 
two afamonds, to see what he does 
next ‘ . 


quence is To, takeout Do your 
duty — introduce your best suit by 
retreating to one spade. 

Q.4 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*AKQ6 7-985 vJ9 4AJKJ7 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 9 Pass 2 ♦ Pass 

? 

What action do you take? 

A. — It will be a miracle if your 
combined bolding stretches to 11 
tricks, but there are other game 
possibilities— three no trump and 
four spades (possibly on a 4-? fit!. 
Test the waters by bidding two 
spades. 


Q.5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
bold- 

4A54 763 v9852 +KJ76 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
dub. What do you respond? 

A. — With no stopper in either red 
suit, we would avoid one no trump, 
and a one diamond response could 
lead to trouble later. Bid two dubs. 
What if partner made a "prepared" 
one-dub opening on a three-card 
suit? So you play a 4-3 fit which 
might actually be your best spot. 


Q.3-r--Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4«J76l3 7984 vQ82 *654 

The hid ding has proceeded: 

North East South West 
1 v "• Dbl Pass Pass 
Rdbl'f Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

A.— No matter what system you 
plav. partner’s redouble in this se- 


Q.&— Both vulnerable, aa South 
you hold: 

9Q8763 TAKJ54 08 *62 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
diamond. What do you respond? 
A. — With two five-card suits, al- 
ways bid the higher-ranking first, 
regardless of suit quality. That's 
just the opposite of what you do 
with four-baggere. Therefore, bid 
one spade. 


With Real Madrid losing 2-0 at 
Seville Saturday, the capital's top 
two teams lost ground. _ 
Deportivo have 23 points, Bar- 
celona 22 and a game in hand, 
and third-placed Real Madrid 20. 


Feyenoord grab second place 
behind PSV 


lacklustre performance not 
helped by an injury list including 
Wim Kieft, Berry Van Aerie. 
Erwin Koeman and Juul Eller- 
man. 

UEFA Cup holders Ajax Am- 
sterdam are sixth, eight points 
adrift of PSV but with two games 
in hand over the leaders. 


Vogts 6 gets tough’ 
with German players 




Feyenoord Rotterdam scored 
twice in the last five minutes to 
beat Willem H Ttlburg 2-0 and 
move into second place behind 
I^V Eindhoven in the Dutch 
League. 

Henk Fraser broke the dead- 
lock in the 85th minute and Nige- 
rian striker Mike Obiku added 
the second three minutes later as 
Feyenoord climbed above FC 
Utrecht on goal difference. 

Defending champions PSV. 
who beat Vitesse Arnhem 1-0, 
have 26 points, five more than 
Feyenoord 3nd FC Utrecht, as 
the Dutch League begins a two- 
month winter break. 

PSV coach Hans Westerhof, 
whose side have dropped only 
four points so far this season, said 
they were ready for a rest after a 


AEK wins. Increases lead 


Remaining undefeated, de- 
fending champion AEK of 
Athens held a commanding lead 
in the Greek First Division Soc- 
cer league after the weekend's 
games. 

AEK beat Kalamaria 2-0 at 
home and increased to seven 
points its lead after 14 games. 

AEK has 38 points. Olym- 
piakos of Piraeus, who played to 
a scoreless draw against Paok in 
Salonica Sunday, follows with 31. 

Panathmaikos of Athens and 
Ofi Crete share third place with 
27 points each. 

Panathinaikos beat Aris 1-0 in 
Salonica, and Ofi defeated Pieri- 
kos 3-0 in Crete. 


MONTEVIDEO <R) — German 
coach Bertie Vogts claimed a new 
‘get tough’ poDcy towards bis 
players was behind the 4-1 
thrashing of Uruguay in Monte- 
video's Centenario Stadium Sun- 
day. 

Vogts, the target of intense 
criticism following the world 
champions* hitherto poor recent 
run of results which included a 
3-1 defeat by Brazil Wednesday, 
said he had learned “to be more 
aggressive,” with his side. 

“Until foe Brazil game, I tre- 
ated them like friends. After that, 
I showed them I was foe trainer,” 
Vogts said. 

A smiling Vogts, whose rela- 
tions with German reporters had 
become visibly strained, said he 
has delighted with foe perform- 
ances of striker Juergen Klins- 
mann, midfielder Andreas Moel- 
ler and sweeper Guibo Buchwald 



against Uruguay, adding: “Moel- 
ler could enhance any team in foe 


Tomba still without 
world title 


MILAN (AP) — It ■ should come 
as no surprise to ski Ians that 
Alberto Tomba is off to a slow 
start on the slopes this winter. 
There’s a world championship 
competition coming up, after all. 

The 26-year-old Italian, domi- 
nant in Olympic yeais but still 
without a world title, had dis- 
appointing seasons surrounding 
previous World Championship 
meets in 19S9 and 19 91. His 
performance in foe weeks leading 
up to the 1993 championships in 
-Morioka, Japan, is no better. 

Suffering consecutive defeats 
in four slaloms and three giant 
slaloms, Tomba has been shut out 
in foe fiist month of World Cup 
races for the first time in his 
career. 

“I am not worried. 1 Sui ,n 
good form and wins will come 
next month,” Tomba said follow- 
ing two more losses in gate events 
at Kranjska Gora, Slovenia, over 
the weekend. 

He placed second to Swede 
Tomas Fogdoe in a slalom and 
finished seventh in a giant slalom 
won by jWorld Cup veteran Marc 
Girardelfi. 

In the last few races, Tomba 
has appeared only a shadow of 
the powerful and self-confident 
athlete who last season took nine 
world cup races and became tbe 
first skier ever to win consecutive 
Olympic titles (Calgary and 
Albertville). 

Some Italian ski experts sug- 
gest that Tomba is pressing too 
hard for wins to please commer- 
cial sponsors paying him an esti- 
mated $8 million a year. 

His slalom coach Gustavo 
Thoeni says Tomba only needs 
some good luck and a bit of 
concentration to turn things 
around. 

“After all, foe placed second 
three times and third once. Not 
too bad at all," Thoeni said. 

Tomba threw away an almost 




ler could enhance any team in foe 
world." 

Moeller, previously unable to 
hold down a regular place, scored 
foe second goal, set up foe fourth 
for Klinsmann and gave foe Uru- 
guayan defence a torrid time. 

Vogts has yet to find an adequ- 
ate replacement for former strik- 
er Rudi Voeller, who retired 
from international soccer this 
year, while neither Andreas 
Thom, who partnered Klinsmann 
against Brazil, nor Thomas DoU, 
who played against Uruguay, 
were convincing. 

Midfield maestro Lothar 
Matthaeus. who returned to foe 
team against Brazil for the first 


% 

Bertie Vogts 


nous knee injury, was equally 
lacklustre in both games. 

Matthaeus has also found him- 
self tbe target of much criticism 
and admitted he would not be 
back to his best until next year. 

“A lot of things have happened 
since 1990 but I tthink next year 1 
will be back to my old form.” he 
said. “Tbe press distort a lot of 
things because there is a lot of 
pressure to see who can sell foe 
most newspapers." 

Matthaeus’ return meant that 
Fiorentina's Stefan Effenberg, 
who had taken over tbe role of 
playmaker, was pushed to foe left 
inst B 








Alberto Tomba 


certain victory in ti«e Sestriere 
slalom last month when he 
attacked like a furyan foe second 
run and fell. He led foe field by 
more than a second after the fipt 
run. 

He still leads the overall cup 
standings with 372 points but is 
expected to be overtaken Tues- 
day by Girardelli. 

The all-around skier from Lux- 
embourg trails Tomba by only 
five points following his second 
victory this season and is ex- 
pected to pocket points in Tues- 
day’s super giant slalom race in 
Austria. 

Tomba does not start in speed 
races and will next race in a 
slalom at Garmisch- 
Partenkirchen Jan. 10. 

The Italian often has said that 
foe overall title is out of his range 
under present rules benefiting 
skiers who compete in all four 
disciplines. 



PORTS 



Faldo defeats Norman in golf championship playoff 


MONTEGO BAY (R) — Nick Faldo withstood a barrage of 
birdies by Greg Norman to' w in the Johnnie Walker World 
Championship in a sudden-death playoff after he birdied the final 
bole to tie tbe Australian. Faldo, who sank a 15-foot birdie putt 
on the 18th to force the playoff, only needed to par it in the 
playoff to collect the 5550,000 first prize. Norman, who won 
5300,000 for second place, shot an amazing 63 on a very difficult 
golf course to post a 72-hole total of 274, six under par for foe 
championship. Faldo, number one in world rankings, closed with 
a 68 for his 274. 


Bowe to make first defence against Dokes 


NEW YORK (R) — Heavyweighcebampion Riddick Bowe will 
make his first title defence amfo^forrnei; ^tampion Michael 
Dokes February 6 at New YortreM&dison SotiEtt% Garden, it was 


Dokes February 6 at New YorireM&cfcon Sqoare Garden, it was 
announced Sunday. Bowe.’s manager. Rock Newman, said Dokes. 
was selected from a group of possible challengers which included 
Alex Stewart, Francesco Damiani, Tony Tubbs and Alex Garda. 
Dokes, who is 44-3-2, won the World Boxing Association 
heavyweight title from Mike Weaver with a first-round knockout 
in Decmeber 1982, but lost the crown the next year to Geny 
Coetzee. At stake will be the World Boxing Association and 
International Boxing Feberation championships. 


Austrian skier dies after downhill victory 


VIENNA (R) — Austrian skier Peter Wirnsberger died Sunday in 
a skiing aeddent shortly after winning a downhill race at 
Altenmark-Zauchensee, near Salzburg. Wirnsberger, 24, died 
instantly after skiing into a wooden fence during a brief skiing 
outing with his girlfriend between his victory and a delayed 
awards ceremony, press reports said. Wirnsberger was regarded 
as a rising hope in the Austrian ski team with potential in both the 
downhill and super-giant slalom events. Wimsberger’s death was 
foe 22nd fatal aeddent among leading skiers since World War II 
— 11 have died during racing or training. 



Mutt‘n’Jeff 



AND THEN I S 
SHOT THREE BUCKS 

AND THEN I 
SHOT FIV/E BUCKS 
AND THEN"/ 




FORECAST FOR TUESDAY DECEMBER 22, 199^. ^ 
By Thomas s’ Pierson, Astrologer, CarroH Right& Foundaf 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
day when you can be bnsy organis- 
ing your we in Such a fashion that 
you will be aWe'to achieve a great 
deal that is practical in scope rfyon 
avoid a temptation toward wishful 
thinking. 


what you can for i 
happiness by a ' 
towards him/her. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Put 
yoarsfetf m i position to be more 
aware of the needs and desire* of 
your own household and to find 
new-- ways to make your family 
happier. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) In 

any communications with other 

persons make sure that yon add a 
personal note of friendship to 
strengthen the bonds between- you 
and them. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Look at what you possess and see 
what you can best do to increase its 
value by adding something others 
regard as attractive and valuable. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You can exude more than 
usual care today so don’t hold back 
but get closer to those you like by 
actively expressing it in little ways. 
LEO: (July 22 to AugustZl) Quiet- 
ly let your dose attachment know 
more definitely of the kwe and 
affection that you feel for that 
person and you can reap big be- 
nefits. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to S e pte m ber 
22) Consider what frteod has been 
having a most difficult time and do 


URRA: (September 23 to Op 
22) You make your biggest ; 
ress now by expressing yoorsr 
charm ta foe worM-oF^n 
activity and especially wfltirf 
rial-persons. J-.; 

scnawaii (O qobcz23i bJ& ' 
ber.21) A new acquaintance* 
connected with ariose- cam p. 
is tbe best person for .. 

centrate on .for -deeper 1 
friendship.. J r ‘ 
SAGITTARIUS: (November-* 
December 21)- An 'associate; ^ , 
usually very . restless and ' 

will respond ] 

more worthwMe alliance' no* 
contact this person; 

CAPRICORN: (December. ! - 
January 20) A ; fellow wwkei*'' 
has been but oEsomcsabep, 


tbe time to develop more wts '" 
in mutual joint concerns- * 

AQUARIUS: (January 

ary 19) A fine.day.lo.amn g> - 

entertainments and -rectoafr"' 

that appeal to yoa-the best 

invite those you Kke to join'yv^i 

them.: t . . , * 7; ' 

PISCES: (February 20 to hfe 

20) You are naturally quite « 

tional in thought and-tf^^r* 
you wanrto 

another dma±ton.:tfusjsihe ; d* ’ -- 

do sol ‘ i k”-' — 


.- - f ,-.a r ■ ' ; 



“What the world needs is less burner 
nature and more human nurture!”..- :rr 


HH 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


KUSYD 


SEGIN 




_ 

□ 


UNBEAT 


GANDIL 


mmm 

□ 




Prfnf answer here: 


Yesterday’s 


' lAnsviws EXCHA 

JumWes: SCARY- BERET MOHAIR ' ' SUGSHY 1 ’ “ 

Answer What TV couch potatoes sonteGrnes-whih " ^'‘ s ' — 

■ . for— HOURS - 5* .. ” •■-eWp? i... .> . 


THE Daily Crossword by Al Becker 


ACROSS 
1 Dim the eyas 
fi Arduous fOumey 
10 Dramatic 


14 ■— Caff YOU 
Sweetheart" 

15 Part 

f a Paul of oMS films 

17 Of a gram 

18 Capri, e.g. 

19 City map 
2Q Shellfish 

22 "60s musical 

23 Encourage in a 
crime 

24 Expatriate 
2G Every 60 

minutes 
30 Pulsate 

32 Concerning 

33 Lay -em m me 

aistes 

35 Food regimens 


flaws* 3531 aawi 

Iflflflflfl aflflfl mmm 

mmwmu assa 

ajjj flaflflBB m|I 


fliii iifliB aaasg 
aBBflaBB aaBBSSSi 


41 Concoct 

43 A Muse 

44 Cruising 

46 Columbus 
caravel 

47 Not suita&fe 
49 Bespangle 
St Arrest 

54 Being 

56 Jai — 

57 Certain 
vertebrates 

63 Type type 

64 Big cat 

55 Toot 

66 Having no 

irregularities 

67 Caesar 's road 

68 Film award 

69 □ UrbennSes 
tess 

70 Wrongful act 

71 Greasy of 


■■aiaiK aaaflfliti 
paaHBB aa&B 
awn aaflflsaaaaa 

ana ana 

.!■■■ jmmm juaa if 

m 


.. Mnaj S Inc 

rv^vv Rmaivnd 


6 Short lime 

7 Language code 
stone 

8 Ms Cinders 

9 Mom acute 

10 Some creatures 
It USSft prison 

12 Waiting — 
(elated) . 

13 Saltpeter war. 
21 Chasm 

25 Pie a la — 

26 Stasft 

27 Pippin 

28 — Minor 

29 Cold-Wooded 
ones 

3i Jekyirs alnr 


s Puzzle Sohwfc 


nnmn sann ranpipj 
0131311 nnnnni ounn 
nono rrnnna 

rrnn 

nuanmn Qnrsnneufi 
uanna raBonc 
rannn nnnmri 
non nnnon 
□bbohdob nraouow 
nnn oiannn 
□HDBniLjncHfin am 
nnno niTDon ogon 
anara munnn 
□ooo nnnn nann 



UUWN 

f Vanng group 

2 Norman of TV 

3 Caesarean 
utterance 

4 Singer Ed 

5 Heed car. e.g. 


36 Give forth 

37 Sated fish 

38 Box 

40 Scot isle 


48 Anita 

50 A Rockefeller 

51 Fr. royal name 


« Mrs. Gofetthev 52 Greenish shade 


45 Fruit cannery 
worker 


53 Tea up 
55 Intelligent 


58R80.94- 

59 — dW* - 

60 Chest for 

valuables 

61 

62iik8«w&» 






























financial Jordan Times 

• . _ In cooperation 

|arfc«s Amnun 

, poUaur in Intarmtloiia! Harknu 


in cn-opwaition with 

Cairo Amman Bank 


' tnrTrflsy 

Han York 
CCase 

•wc IS. 12.92 

Tchp 

Clam 

Ifcur 11.12.92 

irfte Ptotmd" 

1.56*0 

1.5695 

Mid* Mark 

1.5640 

1.5657 

wbr Fn*e 

1.4065, 

1.4075 

■ Ruck Franc 

5.3 420 

5.3375” 


123 .M 

123. 15 

oropean Corrcny Unit 

1.2465 

1.2502** 


waxy 

I MTH 

3MTHS 

6 MTHS 


Dollar 

KEI 

1.46 

■sa 

4.06 

'terflng Fnaiul 

■ 7.12 

6.93 

6.75 

6.81 

entsehe Mark 


6.56 

7.93 

rtf Franc 

6.25 

6.12 

5.93 

5.56 

' rise* Franc 

mSM 

11.56 

10.87 

9.75 

ipota Ye* 

3.90 

3.75 

3.66 

3.65 

nropaa Currency Uait 

10.87 

11.06 

10.06 

9.31 


Metal 

[ USD/Oz 

JD/Gro i 

Silver 

3.77 

.060 


— nbefa Mark 


<te-Rme.' 


each Franc 



«UKn« 


tea Lira* 


Bid 

Offer 

0.6610 

0.6890 

1.9TJ1 

1.0825 

0.4388 

0.4410 

0.4875 

0.4899 

0.1285 

0.1291 

0.5573 

0.5601 

0.3902 

0.3922 

0.0992 

0.0997 

0.0489 . 

0.0491 

0.02129 - 

■ 0.02140 


anurm muket 


mmtm lame niunc 

.duiu pmuT uuitf 
IB OOD5IRC UM 
MM* jotauui iKvmwurT un 
unmlAL DOE^nan bm> 
uhzop awn rax savik . munm 
am* nraaa rafourLCM/Joaawa 
.tBuuui mriaaou. tua 
.Jduw uuuiiaar « ruuo awn 
mmu hum ran iwtana»<cu 

>ul nran un oiim r 
utionu. soar rtn. id secmuties 
mamas nun 

uzr uw. wmc w in w w re* hmking 
non urn n mi * riwctat idvahczb 
aaaa uwt 

KSDDUt tun nm»a 
jordb uratmua 

•JERX3ALZK zmnutiKs 

anna iworasc* 
amh mm msmuJfar 
tmmook zksoim*ce t UDumua 
an* Lire s aocnorr lasouoci 
mm mar iimumani. imvmkz 
•KKUU f «n t T00M9I 
jccinw tunuc fwn 
uu nrauanon uanu 
livutok * Hwum 
xaattM BiaaL mimic un 
■wdu mas naiMTiN / alba'i 
mm turns bast c cdMWoau motcu 

JanM MSZCKL COPMMTXON 

kawjouot mnr. nrnis s ntuCEMia 
PI7M namm t naiiwm lmsiim 
BW» OULT IUt ESTATE ZKVZSTHDC 
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BMW 325E 

Duty Free 

1985 model. U.S. specification, automatic, only 58,000 miles. 
Excellent condition. Ideal Christmas present 

Telephone 697954 
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DON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
igworld cturenries-and gold against the dollar at midsession 
c London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Monday. 
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sterling 13640/50 
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Canadian dollar 
Deutscbemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian fire 
Japanese yen 
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Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
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Naur Al SharH, Poussi 
& the child Mai Nour Al Sharif 
In 

GAME QF REVENGE 

rJ. . • 

(Arabic) ■ 

- Shows; 3 JO. &X5. &30, I0J0 


HARD TO KILL 

Stjiws: 3:30. 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 
Special show for children 
Thursdays + Fridays at 11 a.m. 

Kindergarten Cop 


Nabil and Hisham 

Present the Political Comedy 

Welcome to the New World Order 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. except Mondays 
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IDA aid Turkey sees oil prospects 
to favour in Turkic CIS members 
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BERNE (R) — The International 
Development Association 
UDAK provider of low-cost aid 
to developing countries, has said 
it would distribute more of its 
resources to the world's poorest, 
least creditworthy countries. 

The IDA. an arm of the 
Washington-headquartered 
World Bank, also said its 34 
donor countries had agreed to 
replenish IDA funds with 13 bil- 
lion Special Drawing Rights (ab- 
out S18 billion) over three years 
from next July 1. 

“(IDA) will reduce the share of 
its lending to countries able to 
access international financial 
markets as well as IDA re- 
sources." World Bank Managing 
Director Emesi Stem told a news 
conference in Geneva. ( 

He added that ihe countries 
likely to receive less of IDA's aid 
than in previous years were Chi- 
na. India. Pakistan. Nigeria and a 
number of others which all could 
raise money on international 
capital markets. 

[DA would focus more on the 
poorest countries of 'Southeast - 
Asia, Africa and Latin America, 
with particular emphasis on 
poverty reduction, family plan- 
ning and social services for 
women in these areas, he said. 

Mr. Stem said the willingness 
of donor nations to contribute 
$18 billion — a slight increase in 
real terms over $15.5 billion 
agreed by donors in the ninth 
replenishment — was remarkable 
at a time of sluggish economic 
growth and fiscal restraint. 

After repayments by borrowers 
IDA would have some $22 billion 
at its disposal for funding de- 
velopment projects between mid- 
1993 and mid- 1996. 

Some major donors had not 
been able to maintain the shares 
of total contributions they had 
made in previous IDA replenish- 
ment negotiations. Mr. Stern 
said. 

He added that demand on IDA 
resources had risen in real terms 
because the number of borrower 
countries had increased and grea- 
ter attention was being paid to 
the environmental ramifications 
of development 3id. 

This would constrain some of 
IDA's support for development 
projects m certain countries. 
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Tel: 667171 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey, by 
exploiting close ethnic and cultu- 
ral ties with parts of former 
Soviet Asia, hopes to throttle 
back its heavy dependence on oil 
imports from the volatile Middle 
East, industry and government 
officials say. 

Deals with oil-producing Cen- 
tral Asian republics whose lan- 
guage and culture is similar to 
that of Turkey should curb the 
dominance of Middle East sup- 
pliers in decades to come. 

Apart from modest amounts 
from China and Iran last year. 
Arab producers provided the 
bulk of Turkey's 18 million tonnes 
of imports. Domestic output runs 
at 4.5 million. 

Tbe state-run Turkish Pet- 
roleum Company (TP AO) re- 
cently announced it had set up a 
joint Turk-Kazakh oil venture to 
explore for crude in seven fields 
in Kazakhstan. 

"This project will provide a 
vital contribution to Turkey's oil 
needs next century” State Minis- 
try Orhan Kilercioglu told Reu- 
ters. 

Under the 25-year contract, the 
joint Kazakh-Turk oil, 40 per 
cent owned by the Turkish part- 
ner. will explore in the pre- 
Caspian basin. The basin pro- 
vides around half of current 
Kazakh crude output of 22 mil- 


lion tonnes. 

TPAO Chairman Okan Ozde- 
mir said total recoverable re- 
serves in the fields were esti- 
mated at more than 10 billion 
barrels. 

Kazakh-Turk oil will operate 
the fields and market its output 
when it discovers oil. 

"We have rich resources. If 
Turkey participates in use of 
them, it will help raise living 
standards in both countries.” 
Kanat Saudbayev, Kazakhstan’s 
ambassador to Ankara, said. 

Apart from the TPAO deal, 
Turkey’s privately-run Pet Hold- 
ing signed a similiar joint venture 
last year with Azerbaijan's 
Azneft to rehabilitate Azeri oil- 
fields. 

"We may begin production in 
some of the fields wirhin three 
months," Pet Chairman Gunre- 
kin Koksal said. His firm holds 50 
peT cent stake in Azeri -Pet oil. 

Birlesmis Mubendisler Burosu 
(BMB) signed a protocol in July 
for the operation of four o*l 
fields, rehabilitation of two others 
and cons&uoioD of a thermal 
power plant. 

But the agreement, scheduled 
for Nov. 1, has not been signed. 
BMB sources have said that 
Kazakhstan has been asked to 
assign it some other oil fields to 
develop after three of those in- 


itially allocated proved unproduc-; 
five. • 

Industry sources say BMB has 
been negotiating with another 
Central Asian republic, Turk- 
menistan, to operate its fields. 

Turkish and Kazakh pipeline 
officials have been studying ■ 
project to carry Kazakh oil to 
Turkish pons. Oil officials in 
Ankara say the realisation of 
these projects will cut Turkey's 
import dependence on the vola-'. 
tile Middle East. 

Mr. Ozdemir told Reuters Tur-. 
kish recoverable reserves were 
870 million barrels. 

Turkey has licenced about 39 
foreign and domestic firms to' 
explore for oil on and .off shore. - 

Among these firms are arms of 
Chevron Corp, Western Discov- 
ery, Mobil Corp and Texaco Inc,: 
all of the United States, Brituk 
petroleum Co. PLC (B.P.) and; 
also Royal Dutch Shell's Turkse' 
Shell. 

TPAO has also been searching 
for offshore oil jointly with*Sbefi- 
and Mobil in the Black Sea antf- 
easrern Mediterranean since 
1991, officials said. 

Referring to Central Asian re- 
publics, Mr. Ozdemir said “keep ' 
your eyes on us. We will sign 
similar deals in other countries." 
countries.” 


Investcorp acquires half of 
Germany’s Mondi Group 


MANAMA (R) — Bahrain- 
based Investcorp Bank E.C. Inv. 
B.H. said it had acquired a 50 per 
cent interest in the Mondi Group 
of Germany, a leading designer 
and manufacturer of fashionable 
women’s clothing. 

An Investcorp statement said it 
bought the stake from Mondi 
founder Herwig Zahm, who will 
hold the remaining 50 per cent. 

• It quoted Investcoip official 


Wiliam Flanz as saying Mondi 
was a “successful and innovative 
company... well-positioned to 
capitalise on trends in the clo- 
thing industry.” 

The statement said Investcorp 
would help work on increasing 
the Munich-based group’s com- 
petitiveness by focusing on 
strategy, operations and finance. 
It now sells in 55 countries. 


Shareholders in six Gulf Arab* 
states own Investcorp, whick 
channels private investment into 
Western companies. It ofteal 
arranges for private firms like: 
Tiffany's to become publicly' 
traded arid makes a substantial, 
profit in the. process. 

It did not reveal its ultimate: 
plans for Mondi or disclose hoW; 
much it paid. *' 


Thousands of Greeks evade taxes 


ATHENS (AP) — A new compu- 
ter system designed to help crack 
down on Greek tax evaders, has 
turned up at leat 25,000 alleged 
culprits, finance ministry sources 
have said. 

The sources, which asked not 
to be named, confirmed reports 
lhat die finance ministry has been 
using the system, installed last 
summer, to cross reference tax 
returns with peoples’ spending 
habits. 

The ministry has also been 
checking credit card records 
agajnsr tax declarations. One 


source said the credit records 
have so far shown to be the most 
powerful tool in their effort to 
find evaders. 

Minister of Economy and Fi- 
nance Stefan os Man os has made 
battling an estimated 1 trillion 
drachmas ($5 billion) a year in tax 


evasion hts top priority. 

According to the weekly paper, 
Sunday to Vima, the finance, 
ministry used credit card records 
to find that 15 stores had failed to 
declare 343.7 million drachmas 
($1.7 million) in incomes last: 
year. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

For migration to Australia, New Zealand, South 
Africa, and Spain, please fax your resume for a 
free assessment to: 

Trovaras & Company, 

Solicitors & Attorneys, 

Australia. 

Fax No.: 00812 2335283, Phone: 00812 2213286 


FOR RENT 

Furnished apartment available for rent, 
located at 4th Circle. 

2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, living & dining room 
L-shaped, kitchen with balcony. 

Independent central heating and telephone. 

For more information, please call: 

Tel. 673033 


FURNISHED BASEMENT 
FOR RENT 

One bedroom*, large living room, kitchen, and large 
bathroom, central heating and private entrance. 
Located in 8th Circle. 

Please call 813942 


LA MASSON 


Mirrors, copper and wooden frames. Arabesque 
furniture, silver ware, papyrus ceramic, coloured, 
hand-made glass, coated baskets and boxes, cop- 
per and wooden boxes. 

jabal Amman, 3rd Circle, beside the Tourism Ministry 

Sole agent in Jordan for Christa! Asfonr 
Chandeliers from Egypt 


P^P^I^mas discount 


SWAN NATIONAL 

RENTACAR 


fclw %kd! 

Rent from Thursday 24, until Tuesday 29 
l we’ll only- charge you for 3 days ) 
Rent from Thursday 24, until Friday 01 
( we’ll only charge you for 6 days ) 

The weekend's free! 

CALL NOW FOR RESERVATION . 

Tel. 694-882/3 


Registered nurses to work in ICU, 

Al Khalidi Hospital 

Qualifications: 

1. B.Sc N or Diploma (3 years) 

2. 2 years experience in ICU 

3. Must speak & write English fluently. 

Afl interested candidates must submit 
their CNTs to 

the Nursing Office /Al Khalidi Hospital, 
Tel. 644281 / Ext. 251 


DADDY WOW ! 

What a nice Christmas present ! 
A ring with my birth stone. 

I love you 

Dajani Jewellers. LANA 

Amra Hotel Shops — Amman. 


S^aabcL Jhw 


Apartotel 

Two bedrooms, lounge, living room, kitchen, idyllic sea views. 

Call Aqaba tel.: 03/313512, fax: 03/314339. 
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flights to Sarajevo resume 



SARAJEVO (AP) — The U.N. 
air bridge to Sarajevo resumed 
operation Monday with the arriv- 
al of a British relief plane, but 
heavy clouds forced back a 
second aircraft. 

While planes were ferrying 
supplies to help stop the advance 
of winter misety , European Com-, 
munity foreign ministers in Brus- 
sels were discussing ways to 
pressure Yugoslavia to end the 
war in the breakaway Bosnian 
Republic. 

And ballots were being 
counted in Serbia's presidential 
elections, which gave voters a 
choice between the nationalist 
policies of incumbent Slobodan 
Milosevic and the more moderate 
Yugoslav premier, Milan Panic. 

Preliminary tallies from Sun- 
day's polling showed them run- 
.ning Deck -and -neck, amid persistent 
reports that Mr. Milosevic's 
supporters were rigging votes. 

Sarajevo, which has been sur- 
rounded by Serb forces for more 
than eight months, is suffering 
through the beginning of winter 
with no heat, electricity or run- 
ning water. 

Life for its remaining 380,000 
people has been made more mis- 
erable by suspension of the relief 
flights, a' key source of food and 
medical supplies. 

Alemfca Lisinski, a spokes- 
woman for the U.N. High Com- 
missioner for Refugees in Zag- 
reb, said the British plane landed 
Monday in Sarajevo at 8:30 a.m. 
f0730 GMT) and was to be fol- 
lowed by 11 others. 

But an American plane was 
turned back due to poor visibility 
over the city, which is ringed by 
mountains. It was not clear when 
more landings would be attemp- 
ted. 


Airborne relief was cut off 
Dec. 1 after an American plane 
was hit by ground fire near the 
airport in the city's outskirts. 

Hie resumption of the relief 
flights came as military repre- 
sentatives of Bosnia’s Muslim led 
government, Serbs and Croats 
continued daily meeting to dis- 
cuss demilitarising the city. 

Negotiations over the weekend 
reportedly bogged down over 
priorities and where the airport 
would figure in an eventual de- 
militarised zone. 


shuttle diplomacy among war- 
ring factions around the city. 

"1 think we’ve laid a 
framework for demilitarising 
Sarajevo.. .no doubt there will be 
many upsets and difficulties along 
the way but we have 'agreed now 
on a structure," Lord Owen told 


reporters after nearly three hours 
of ta 


Bosnian Serbs, who aim artil- 
lery and small arms fire daily at 
Sarajevo, want to first, establish 
safe corridors for civilians in and 
out of the city. And they want the 
airport at the edge of the de- 
militarised zone. 

The Bosnian government 
argues that the guns should be 
removed first, and wants the air- 
port in the centre of the projected 


zone. 


talks with Bosnian Serbs in 
Lukavica near Sarajevo. 

“If we can get this framework 
of cooperation working in 
Sarajevo it will be a great deal 
easier to get it working later in 
the rest of the country,” he 
added. 

Lord Owen has pereuaded 
Muslim. Serb and Croat factions 
to create four working commit- 
tees to solve groups of problems. 

Among the issues to be addres- 
sed are demilitarising an area 
around Sarajevo's Airport, res- 
toring utilities, creating joint 
police patrols in divided neigh- 
bourhoods and giving humanita- 
rian assistance. 


EC ministers were meeting a 
day after President George Bush 
and Prime Minister John -Major 
of Britain agreed on the need to 
enforce a "no-fly” zone barring 
Serb aircraft over Bosnia. 

“What we want is a rapid and 
radical change in policy out of 
Belgrade,” said Douglas Hurd, 
ibe British Foreign Secretary, as 
he entered EC headquarters for 
the talks. 

Mi . Bush and Mr. Major set no 
deadline for Serb compliance and 
refused to say what would trigger 
enforcement. The U.N. Security 
Council is expected to vote this 
week on enforcing the Oct. 9 ban. 

European Community peace 
negotiator Lord Owen has ham- 
mered out a plan for demilitaris- 
ing Sarajevo after four days of 


Lord Owen said each of the 
committees would coordinate its 
activities' with an existing body 
known as the Mixed Military 
Working Group (MMWG). 

That group is chaired by 
General Philippe Morillon, 
French commander of U.N. 
forces in Bosnia, and includes 
senior military commanders from 
the three sides. 


“What is clear is we can’t move 
a step unless we have military 
authorisation, so we always have 
to come back to the Mixed Milit- 
ary Working Group,” Lord 
Owen said. 

Local military commanders 
have often scuttled ceasefire 
agreements and blocked U.N. 
efforts to repair utilities and 


humanitarian convoys. 

Rather than focus on signing 
agreements, Lord Owen spent his 
time in Sarajevo trying to build a 
negotiating structure strong 
enough to survive temporary set- 
backs. 

“It has got to be robust enough 
to survive a deterioration of rela- 
tions,” he told reporters. “You’re 
always going to have to deal with 
flareups of fighting in a situation 
like this.” 

Lord Owen met Radovan 
Karadzic, leader of the Bosnian 
Serbs, and Ratko Mladic, com- 
mander of their army, Monday. 

He returned to Sarajevo to 
meet Bosnian Prime Minister 
Mile Akmadzic. a Croat who 
recently assumed office. 

Lord Owen announced he 
would leave Sarajevo by air later 
Monday to meet Cyrus Vance, 
his U.N. counterpart and co- 
chairman of the Geneva peace 
talks on former Yugoslavia. 

The EC negotiator plans to 
stop in Zagreb to consult General 
Satish Nambiar, U.N. comman- 
der in former Yugoslavia. 

Meanwhile, Muslim and Croat 
forces fighting Bosnian Serbs 
around Sarajevo have made 230 
metres advance towards the 
strategic Serb satellite town of 
Vogosca, Sarajevo Radio said 
Monday. 

Vogosca contains two muni- 
tions factories and controls the 
road between the Bosnian Serb 
headquarters at Pale, 15 
kilometres outside Sarajevo, and 
Serb controlled territory west of 
the city. 

There was sporadic 
machinegun and small arms fire 
in Sarajevo during the night and 
artillery fire could be heard in the 
distance to the west. 



Yugoslav Prime Monster Milan Panic waves to supporters as 
in Belgrade (AFP photo) 
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£uss£&m minister offers to resign 


MOSCOW (R) — Social Security 
Minister Ella Pamfilova has 
offered to leave the Russian gov- 
ernnjen:. the first cab : nei mem- 
ber of former Acting Minister 
Yegor Gaidar to ask to quit, 
Interfax News Aency said Mon- 
day. 

it said Ms. Pamfilova, the only 
woman in Mr. Gaidar's cabinet, 
had written to Mr. Yeltsin asking 
to be relieved of her post. She 
gave no reasons for her request. 

She made her name in ibe old 
Soviet parliament arguing against 
the “undeserved privilege” en- 


joyed by deputies, 
side 


President Boris Yeltsin has 
been holding talks with Mr. 
Gaidar’s successor, industrialist 
Viktor Chernomyrdin, about the 
composition of the new Russian 
government. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin has said he 
will keep the core of Mr. Gaidar’s 
team intact but has signalled he 
will change some elements of 
policy. 

Interfax said Mr. Yeltsin had 
not yet accepted Ms. Pamfilova’s 
resignation. 

A veil of secrecy hung over the 
shape of Russia’s next govern- 
ment Monday, with officials un- 


able to say if crisis talks between 
President Yeltsin and his new 
prime minister had brought con- 
crete results. 

Officials at two government 
press offices and a Yeltsin 
spokesman could not even say if 
Mr. Yeltsin had met Mr. Cher- 
nomyrdin Monday for a second 
day of talks. 

Mr. Gaidar was ousted a week 
ago after oppositi o n from the 
conservative supreme legislature, 
the Congress of People’s De- 
puties. The new prime minister 
was previously in charge of the 
energy sector. 


quick fix for the economy. 

“I would be naive on my part 
... if I said that I bad a solution 
ready on how to do this,” he told 
Commonwealth Television. 
“This is not an enterprise, not 
simply a collective. It is a whole 
country.” 


Mr. Yeltsin's spokesman 
Vyacheslav Kostikov said Sunday 
that Mr. Chernomyrdin has been 
given until Tuesday to announce 
his new government. 


Meanwhile, liberal Foreign 
Minister Andrei Kozyrev sound- 
ed a warning Sunday of the threat 
of a conservative resurgence in 
Russia that could lead it back to 
confrontation with the West 
“There is a real danger in 
foreign policy of a return to the 
siege fortress (mentality).” be 
said in a reference to the former 
Soviet ideology which divided the 
world into opposing Communist 
and capitalist camps. 


Mr. Chernomyrdin said he was 
not yet ready to put forward a 
policy programme, but indicated 
that there would be some 
changes. “This is the mam ques- 
tion ... some positions have to be 
specified, some directions may 
have to be reconsidered.” 

The new prime minister reiter- 
ated his commitment to reform, 
but warned there could be no 


“The Soviet Union was not a 
great country, it was just a milit- 
ary superpower. Russia will be a 
great country only as long as it is 
democratic,” be told a political 
meeting in Moscow. 

His comments to a congress of 
the pro-reform Democratic Rus- 
sia Movement echoed a mock 
cold war speech he delivered in 
Stockholm last week that stunned 
the world. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Romania mourns revolutionary victims 


BUCHAREST (R) — Romania held low-key ceremonies Mon- 
day to mark the third anniversary of the revolution that ended 
Stalinist rule, but many stayed away calling for the government to 
explain how over 1,000 people died during the revolt. “We feel 
very disappointed. So many people died for freedom in 1989, but 
the truth about those killings is still unknown,” Ovidiu Poppescu, 
leader of the Dec. 21 Association, told journalists. ''Our feeling is 
that the new authorities are deliberately hiding the truth about the 
revolution,” he said, and reiterated a widely-hekl view that the 
spontaneous youth-led revolution was hijacked by reformist 
Communist officials. The Dec. 21 Association was formed by 
rebels who took to the streets of the capital three years ago to 
protest against Stalinist Nicolae Ceausescu's administration and 
to battle against the dictator's heavily-armed security forces. 


S. Africa to restructure military 


JOHANNESBURG (AP) — The government said Monday it 
wants a major shake up of the military following the dismissal of 
six generals implicated in a political dirty tricks campaign. 
Defence Minister Gene Louw said military intellieence would 
have to be restructured (o ensure its reliability. He gave no details, 
but said the military would have to end all irregular activity. 4 The 
most effective and improved restructuring of the defence force's 
intelligence gathering action .. will have to be looked into 
immediately,” he said. The military was stunned when Mr. De 
Klerk announced without warning Saturday that an investigation 
had revealed military intelligence was waging a clandestine 
campaign against opposition groups such as the African National 
Congress. Mr. De Klerk fired 16 military personnel, including six 
generals, and put another seven soldiers on compulsory leave 
pending further investigation. 


Ramos as determined to end rebellions 


MANILA (AP) — President Fidel Ramos said Monday he was 
determined to end the Communist. Muslim and military rebel- 
lions to restore stability and steer the country toward economic 
progress. “Political stability and civic order we need urgently as 
requirements for restoring our economy to the path of growth," 
Gen. Ramos told ceremonies marking the 57tb anniversary of the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines. Gen. Ramos said the National 
Unification Commission, which he appointed after taking office 
June 30, was making progress in arranging peace talks with 
Muslim secessionists and military dissidents responsible for the 
seven coup attempts against his predecessor, Corazon Aquino. 
Gen. Ramos said contacts with leaders of the largely dormant 
Muslim insurgency were continuing and an “honourable and 
workable solution” with military dissidents “is within reach.” Of 
the more serious Communist rebellion, Gen. Ramos said the 23 
years insurgency “also has gone on too long and has cost us too 
much in blood and treasure.” 


Quake hits 

Indonesian 

island, 

Northern 

Australia 


JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) — 
A strong earthquake Monday 
shook die Moluccas Island of 
Ambon in the Banda Sea and 
parts of Northern Australia, but 
there were no immediate reports 
of casualties or damage. 

Prih Harjadi of the Meterology 
and Geophysics Agency said the 
earthquake measured 6.5 on the 
Richter Scale. The Australian 
Seismalogical Centre measured 
the temblor at 7.3. 


Mr. Harjadi said the epicentre 
of the quake was 201 miles (450 


kilometres) southeast of Ambon 
and it occurred at 3:52 a.m. (2052 
GMT) at a depth of 62.5 miles 
(100 kilometres) below sea level 
in the Banda Sea. 

Meanwhile another earthquake 
measuring 5.2 on the Richter 
Scale was recorded in the Indian 
Ocean at a depth of 43 miles (69 
kilometres), 87.5 miles (140 
kilometres) southwest of the 
tourist island of Bali. 

The quake, at 10:21 a.m. (0321 
GMT), was not felt in Bali, 
according to Indonesian officials. 


The quakes occurred nine days 


after a powerful earthqual 
measuring 6.8 caused massive tid- 
al waves that kilted an estimated 
2,500 people in eastern Indone- 
sia. 

But the depth of Monday's 
quakes meant there was little 
chance of similar tidal waves, said 
Kevin McCue, head of the Au- 
stralian Seismology Unit. 

An earthquake of 5 can cause 
considerable damage in popu- 
lated areas, while a quake of 
magnitude 7 is considered a ma- 
jor earthquake, capable of wide- 
spread, heavy damage. 


New Delhi 
gives in 
to Hindu 
party’s 
demands 


NEW DELHI (AP) — The gov- 
ernment gave in to demands from 
a Hindu radical party Monday, 
easing a confrontation in parlia- 
ment that had stalled a no- 
confidence vote against Prime 
Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao. 


The Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) called for the vote last 
week after nationwide Hmdu- 
Muslim dashes that left 1,200 
people dead and 5,000 injured. 


On Dec. 6, thousands of Hindu 
extremists razed a 16th century 
mosque in the northern town of 
Ayobhya, touching off the week 
long violence. 


Earlier Monday BJP legislators 
demanded the presence in the 
house of their leader Atal Bebari 
Vajpayee, and parliament was 
adjourned until noon. 


Mr. Vajpayee started a hunger 
strike after police Sunday used 
wooden dubs and tear gas to 
disperse a rally of thousands of 
Hindu activists protesting the dis- 
missal of three BJP-led state gov- 
ernments, the arrests of two top 
BJP leaders and an ongoin; 
crackdown on three outlaw 
Hindu radical groups. 


Irish Protestants kill father as 


family wraps Christmas presents 


i gum 

shot dead a Roman Catholic 
man, narrowly missing his five- 
year-old daughter who was play- 
ing on his knee while the family 
wrapped Christmas presents, 
police said. The Ulster Volunteer 
Force, an outlawed Protestant 
paramilitary group, in a message 
to news organisations claimed re- 
sponsibility for the shooting. The 
group said the man was a member 
of Irish Republican Army (IRA). 

News media identified the man 
as Martin La very. 40. Press Asso- 
ciation, the British national news 
agency, said Mr. Lavery’s family 
denied he belonged to the IRA. 

The killing was the latest in a 


pattern of stepped np attacks 
against Catholics by the two main 
Protestant, or loyalist, groups the 
Ulster Volunteer Force ana the 
Ulster Defence Association. 

Later, a small bomb exploded 
outride a bank in downtown Bel- 
fast late Sunday causing slight 
damage and no injuries, police 
said. Before the explosion, the 
IRA warned that bombs had 
been placed outride three banks. 

Id a statement on the Belfast 
shooting, the Royal Ulster Con- 
stabulary said the gunmen 
escaped m a stolen car, which was 
later found abandoned. 

Police said the gunmen burst 
into the family's living room after 


getting through a back door into 
fce home in the Catholic Crumlui 
Road district. ■ 

They opened fire, with bullets 
whizzing past the child, hi front of 
the man’s wife and several other 
family members. The man, who 

had four children, was shot in the 

head and chest. He died on the 
way to hospital. 

For the first time 1975, 
Protestant gunmen have killed 
more people than the IRA at 
least 32 to the IRA’s 26. 

In recent interviews with the 
Associated Press, loyalist com- 
manders claimed that the killings 
were aimed at punishing Catho- 
lics in proportion to IRA activity. 


Leftist Greek guerrillas injure MP 


ATHENS (R) — Greece’s dead- 
liest guerrilla group said it shot a 
conservative parliamentary depu- 
ty three times in the legs Monday 
to “punish” the government for 
its economic austerity and priva- 
tisation programme. 

Two men in a van forced elef- 
therios Papadimitriou, 44, to stop 
his Mercedes car, ordered him to 
get out and then pumped three 


bullets into his legs, police said. 

Mr. Papadimitriou, president 
of the parliament's Economic 
Affairs Committee, was on his 
way to a debate on the 1993 
budget which will be put to a vote 
Tuesday. He was rushed to Ygeia 
Hospital and underwent an op- 
eration. 

A hospital spokesman said Mr. 
Paradimitriou, who has two sons. 


was on his way to a debate on the 
1993 budget which will be put to a 
vote Tuesday. He was rushed to 
Ygeia hospital and underwent an 
operation. 

A hospital spokesman said Mr. 
Papadimitriou, who has two sons, 
-was out of danger but there was 
concern he might suffer some 
paralysis because the nerves in his 
left leg were severed. 


Tajik rebels lose big stronghold 


MOSCOW (R) — The main 
stronghold of Islamic rebels in 
Tajikistan fell to pro-government 
forces Sunday night after three 
days of fierce fighting, ITAR- 
TASS News Agency said Mon- 
day. 

TASS, quoting military sources 
m the capital Dushanbe, said 
there were casualties on both 
sides after an intense battle for 
Kofernikhon, 25 kilometres east 
of the capital. 

Islamic forces had been holding 
out in Kofernikhon after pro- 
government forces, loyal to a new 
administration dominated by for- 
mer Communists, wrested con- 
trol of Dushanbe from them on 
Dec. 10. 

TASS said pro-government 
troops had now launched a drive 
against “significant opposition 
forces" which have fallen back 
into the mountainous Pamir re- 
gion to the east of Kofernikhon. 

The former Soviet Central 


Asian republic has been con- 
vulsed by months of warfare be- 
tween Islamic militants and for- 
mer Communists in which hun- 
dreds of people have been killed. 
. Neighbouring Uzbekistan, the 
region’s biggest power, hjs lent 
military support to the new Tajik 
government. Two Uzbek crew 
members were killed when their 
MI-24 helicopter was shot down 
last Friday in the battle for Kofer- 
nikhon. 

Russian bolder guards on the 
Tajik-Afghan frontier warned the 
Tajik government they would 
soon be able to do little to guard 
the border because of refugees 
massing in the area. 

Thousands of people, including 
armed guerrillas, were beading in- 
to the Pyandzh region on Tajikis- 
tan’s border with Afghanistan, 
apparently under pressure from 
pro-government forces, it said, 
quoting border guard officials. 

“Such a concentration of re- 


fugees, including many people 
with guns, is hindering border 
guards’ efforts to protect the 
frontier and can have dangerous 
consequences,” TASS quoted a 
spokesman as saying.. 

The agency said more than 


4,000 people had destroyed tech- 
nical facilities after “occupying" 


the post of the 12th border 
guards’ unit. 

In Dushanbe, Imomaii Rafch- 
monov, a leader of the new admi- 
nistration, repeated a call on Isla- 
mic militants to surrender their 


weapons. 

In an interview with the Sadqi 
Mardum newspaper published 
Monday, parliament Chairman 
Rakhmonov said Commonwealth 
peacekeeping forces could be 
brought into the country to pro- 
tect key points and installations 
once arms had been surrendered 
and the safety of citizens had 
been ensured, 


Roh: Presidential elections calmest, fairest in history 


SEOUL (AP) — President Roh 
Tae-Woo said Monday voting for 
a new president was the fairest 
and calmest in South Korean 
history and has brought democra- 
cy a step closer to fell maturity. 

He urged the nation to help 
President Elect Kim Young-Sam 
create national reconciliation, 
adding that “without stability 
there will be no change in the 
reform we all need to make.” 

The remarks, made on nation- 
wide television, were the first by 
Mr. Roh since Friday’s balloting 
and emphasised the president 
elect's campaign theme, a call for 
stability. 

They also reflect the pride Ko- 
reans have in holding a peaceful 
campaign and election. 

Mr. Rob met with the presi- 
dent elect later Monday and 
assured him his administration 
will cooperate for a smooth tran- 
sition of power. Mr. Km, a for- 
mer opposition leader, merged 
his party with Mr. Roll's ruling 
party in 1990. 

Mr. Kim’s victory was seen as a 
strong vote by South Korea's 
growing middle class for stability 
in a time of economic concern 
over the country's growth, which 
dipped in the last quarter to 3.1 
per cent. 

He was expected to continue 
the policies of Mr. Roh, and said 
he would move quickly to reaf- 
firm strong ties with traditional 
allies like the United States and 
Japan and with newer allies Chi- 
na, Russia and Eastern Europe. 

The 65-year-old Km is the first 
civilian president of Sooth Korea 
since 1961, ending 32 years of 


military dominated regimes or 
rule by former generals. 

The 28-day campaign . period 
and the election were the calmest 
since the founding of the nation 
in 1948. Despite mudslinging and 
charges of vote-rigging, there was 
no violence. 

“The elections were the cal- 
mest and fairest in our history." 
said Mr. Roh, who in September 
resigned from the ruling Demo- 
cratic Liberal Party to ensure 
neutrality of government offi- 
cials. 

“Our democracy has de- 
veloped one step higher,” he 
said. “Our democracy is now 
deeply rooted enough to with- 
stand any challenges.” 

Final figures for Friday's bal- 
loting released over the weekend 
show Kim Young-Sam won 41.1 
per cent, or 9.97 million votes, of 
the 24 million votes cast. He will 
take office in February, succeed- 
ing Mr. Rqh, who by law cannot 
succeed himself. 

Mr. Km Dae-Jung, 67, the 
main opposition leader and a 
longtime political rival of the 
winner, received 8.04 million 
votes, or 33.4 per cent. Bil- 
lionaire Chung Ju Yung, the 
founder of the Hyundai con- 
glomerate. received 3.88 million 
voles, or 16-1 per cent of the 
total. 

Meanwhile, the Hyundai 
Group, which is at odds with the 
government because of its back- 
ing Of its founder for president, 
made moves Monday to recon- 
cile. 

Mr. Chung So- Yung, chairman 
of Hyundai, die nation’s largest 


conglomerate, appealed to the 
president-elect to help the group 
to become the engine of Sooth 
Korea's economic growth again. 

Mr. Chung’s comments, which 
came in a meeting with group 
officials, followed the defeat of 
his older brother, Chung Ju 
Yung, in Friday's presidential 
votes. 

Chung Ju-Yung, who founded 
the $50 billion Hyundai Group, 
has been under government scru- 
tiny for allegedly using Hyundai's 
money and manpower for his 
campaign. 


“It was the aim sought by the 
United States in the ‘presidential 
election' to give an impression of 
‘freshness’ to the people by re- 
placing Roh with Km, while 
leaving its colonial repressive sys- 
tem intact,” said the report, 
which was broadcast by the Ko- 
rean Centra] News Agency. 


At least 13 Hyundai officials 
have been arrested and about 50 
others were being searched on 
charges of illegally campaigning 
for Chung Ju-Yung. 

"Hyundai will never be en- 
gulfed in political waves again,” 
said Mr. Chung Se-Yung, who 
took over the group's chair- 
manship from his older brother 
late last year. 

The Hyundai Group, which 
manufactures Hyundai cars, is 
the nation's largest conglomerate 
whose annual sales account for 11 
per cent of South Korea's gross 
national product. 


“The new government is the 
brainchild of the United States,” 
it said, “the South Korean people 
will see its true colours without 
difficulty.” 

South Korea Monday accused' 
North Korea of unjustifiably can- 
celling inter-Korea prime minis- 
ters’ talks. 

The ninth round of inter-Korea 
prime ministers' talks was to have 
begun in Seoul Monday but the 
North called them off to protest 
Seoul’s plans to hold annual mflit- 
ary exercises with the United 
States. 


Meanwhile, an official North 
Korean newspaper Monday criti- 
cised the outcome of presidential 
elections in South Korea as being 
contrary to the people's mil and 
manipulated by the United 
States. 


The report in the state-run 
Sinm 


Rodong Sinmun was the first 
official comment by the North on 
the elections won Saturday by 
Mr. Km Young-Sam. 


South Korea and the United 
States cancelled this year’s 
“Team Spirit,” but have recently 
decided to resume them next 
spring to pressure Pyongyang to 
resolve nuclear disputes. 

"Your act of unilaterally can- 
celling mutually agreed upon 
meeting schedules cannot be jus- 
tified under any circumstances,” 
South Korean Prime Minister 
Hyun Soong Jong said in a tele- 
phone message to the North. 

In the message to his Northern 
counterpart, Kang Sung San, 
Hyun said South Korea will con- 
tinue the military exercises as* 
long as suspicion about the 
North's nuclear arms develop- 
ment persists. 
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